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An Easter Experience— 


Possible for You! 


The difficulty for thousands who are seeking the 
full Christian experience—the possession of which 
makes the Book of Acts one of the most thrilling 
in the world and the absence of which makes our 
conventional, respectable ‘Christian’? lives so dull 
and drab—is that we know but do not realize. We 
know what Christianity teaches. But we have never 
entered into the new world which Christ offers. To 
be perfectly honest, we simply do not possess what 


the New Testament calls ‘life’. We could not 
sincerely say with Paul, “I live, and yet no longer 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I 
now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith 
which is in the Son of God, Who loved me, and 
gave Himself up for me.” 


One of the classical instances of this is the case 
of John Wesley. For years he was a cultured, 
conscientious, Christian clergyman, taking his religion 
far more seriously than most of us do ours, working, 
indeed, as a in Georgia, saying his 
prayers, reading his Bible. If you had asked him 
about the doctrine of forgiveness, he would have 
been able to give you unassailable evidence for its 
validity, and he was that kind of clergyman for ten 
years. Then came that amazing experience in a little 
room in Aldersgate Street, when he met the living 
Jesus and he says, “I felt that I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken away my sins, even 
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 
For ten years he had known this, and then it dawned 
upon him and became a real fact of experience. 
Wesley then for the first time received what the New 
Testament calls life, and he went out like a blazing 
torch lighted at the altar of God to set all England 
on fire. 

Here is Doctor Dale, minister of one of the most 
famous free Churches in England, preaching every 
Sunday to vast’ and appreciative congregations; preach- 
ing every Easter Sunday on the risen Christ. Then, 
half way through the making of an Easter sermon, 
he rises from his study chair. Something has hap- 


missionary 


pened. Jesus Christ has come alive for him. 
“Surely,” you say, “he knew that before. Surely, 
the minister of Carr’s Lane Chapel, Birmingham, 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 
2 Suan at 


ar 
i E( 


a 


ay 


“la 


3S SENG. 
= L_ oat SS G nn 


Gaster 
Number 


knew the proofs of the resurrection and could have 
convinced anyone that Christ was alive.” Listen, 
then, to what he himself says: ‘“‘Christ is alive,’ 
I said to myself: ‘alive!’ and then I paused: ‘alive!’ 
and then I paused again; Can that really 
be true? Living as really as I myself am? I got up 
and walked about repeating, Christ is living! Christ 
is living?’ At first it seemed strange and hardly 
true, but at last it came upon me as a burst of 
Christ is living! 
a new discovery. I thought that all along I had 
believed it; but not until that moment did I feel 
sure about it. I then said, ‘My people shall know 
it; I shall preach about it again and again until 
they believe it as I do now.” 


‘alive!’ 


sudden glory—yes, It was to me 


situation, then, is this. Jesus Christ is 
He offers to us here and now His friend- 
ship. On spiritual levels He can still do for us 
what His friendship did for men and women in 
the days of His flesh. In other words, there is an 
experience of Christ possible for everybody. It 
will not be just like anyone else’s experience. It 


The 


alive. 


is not to be measured merely in terms of feeling. 
And we are not to look for an experience, but to 
look for Him. But the fact remains that if we are 
sincere and honest with ourselves and with Him and 
really want to live His quality of life; 
surrender every area of our life to Him and ask 
He will bring 


serenity, 


if truly we 


only to be shown His will for us, 
us through to a life marked by 
and joy which will be independent of all that can hap- 
pen to us on this earth; a life in which the only 
dissatisfaction that remains is that all others the 


power, 


wide world over have not entered it also.—From 
His Life and Ours, by Leslie D. Weatherhead (The 
Abingdon Press). 
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GOD AT WORK 

The Church is fortunate at just this time 
to possess three or four theologians who 
are not only powerful and original think- 
ers but who have the gift of interpreting 
the language of the schools into words the 
average intelligent layman can comprehend 
and who can also state the older doctrines 
in the thought forms and language of the 
day. Foremost among these is Professor 
William Adams Brown of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary. One of the profoundest 
thinkers of the day, he has the gift of 
writing about theology in direct and lucid 
English just as William James had the 
gift of writing about psychology in terms 
any thoughtful man could grasp. It is a 
great mistake to think that vagueness and 
fogginess and the use of technical terms 
are a sign of profundity. The profoundest 
thought can be stated in simplest terms if 
you happen to have that genius for langu- 
age some of our greatest thinkers have. 
The book I have before me is an illustra- 
tion of this truth. Dr. William Adams 
Brown is dealing with the profoundest 
truth of the Christian religion—the pres- 
ence of the Supernatural and our contact 
with it—and yet every page is as clear and 
lucid as the pages of Newman or Maurice 
or William James or Bishop Gore, those 
profound thinkers whose English is like 
window glass in clarity. For this reason 
I can recommend: “God at Work: A Study 
of the Supernatural” (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons) to the thoughtful layman, while at 
the same time I say to the preacher and 
the scholar that here is a book that will 
help them almost more than any book of 
recent years to meet the prevailing tend- 
ency to rule the supernatural out of reli- 
gion. (For instance, one of the first re- 
views of Dr. Brown’s book to appear, be- 
gins with this sentence: “This book, ‘God 
at Work’, he calls ‘a study of the super- 
natural.’ Now, the ‘supernatural’, which 
belongs to, as it originated in, a dualistic 
conception of the universe, has altogether 
passed away. . The supernatural has 
become the superstitious.”) Dr. Brown 
himself realizes this common attitude and 
refers to it on his opening pages: “To speak 
of the supernatural to a college professor 
is to suggest to his mind a type of thought 
and of experience that the world has defi- 
nitely outgrown.” But Dr. Brown realizes 
that the “basic conception of religion is 
the supernatural.” There is no such thing 
as religion if one rules the supernatural 
out. Religion is and always has been the 
consciousness of the Divine and the pos- 
sibility of our making connection with it, 
finding in that experience both power and 
peace. In a purely materialistic universe 
you can have ethics and ideals but you 
cannot have religion which is the sense 
of “a reality, not completely controllable 


by the methods of exact science, to which 
man looks up in worship and with which 
he may have communion for his good. And 
what faith assumes, experience verifies.” 
All the religions of the world have grown 
out of the fact that the saints and pro- 
phets have “been vividly conscious that in 
concrete experiences, definitely datable, 
God has spoken to them in recognizable 
ways.” And, as Dr. Brown says, we would 
have had no Bibles or other great religious 
books except for this belief and this expe- 
rience. 


Granted, then, the existence of the su- 
pernatural, granted the existence of a God 
with whom we can have personal contact, 
the great questions facing us are: In what 
sense can we know God? What meanings 
does faith find in God? What are the ways 
in which God manifests Himself to man? 
Where do we find traces of His presence in 
nature and history? What does Christian- 
ity contribute to our experience of the 
supernatural? What place does Jesus hold? 
How can we relate this contact with the 
supernatural to our every-day life? How 
can we be sure that in our religious expe- 
rience it is really God with whom we have 
to do? These and a hundred similar ques- 
tions rise to our lips the moment we ac- 
knowledge the supernatural and it is to 
the answering of these questions that Dr. 
Brown addresses himself with remarkable 
success in this illuminating book. After 
a chapter on definitions and the various 
ways in which the word supernatural may 
be used, especially as contrasted with na- 
ture where it emerges as the spiritual, the 
creative, the perfect, the sacred, the divine 
—what we call God, the worshipful—which 
is what we mean by the supernatural when 
we use it in the religious sense—we final- 
ly come to the point where we see that 
“to believe in the supernatural in the reli- 
gious sense is to express one’s faith that 
there exists in fact a supreme being with 
which man has to do and that the will of 
that being, however conceived and ex- 
pressed, is the final standard to which all 
that is finite must ultimately conform.” 
Being sure of this as the foundation fact 
of our faith, the first thing to do is to study 
the experience of those who are sure that 
they have met the divine face to face and 
have received convincing evidence of its 
presence. Nothing will do more to both 
confirm and interpret our own religious 
experience. 


Under the caption: “The Supernatural 
in Human Life,” Dr. Brown begins this 
study — and how interesting these pages 
are! He shows how Karl Barth has dis- 
covered a strange, new world in the Bible 
—has found God and the supernatural to 
be everything—indeed almost all—there. 
The Anglo-Catholies in the years since 
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Newman, in the phenomenal Oxford Move- 
ment, have gained a new sense of the su- 
pernatural through the Church. The Buch- 
man Movement has brought to its followers 
“a source of inner strength and guidance,” 
a new consciousness of the near and pres- 
ent God — the companionable God. To 
Kagawa in Japan and Gandhi in India has 
come a new and wonderful consciousness 
of God. It is coming to men again and 
again everywhere. The Church has never 
lost it but there seems to be a sort of 
revival of God-consciousness, a sense that 
the spiritual is very close and near, a con- 
viction that nothing else gives worth or 
even meaning to life. (Dr. Brown might 
have called our attention to how even the 
scientists are beginning to feel that the 
universe cannot be explained in purely ma- 
terialistic terms or even terms of fixed and 
inexorable law, and are talking in terms 
of the theistic, the spiritual, the super- 
natural.) 


Well, having gained this great convie- 
tion, having found this sure faith, what is 
this new life of Faith to be like? Surely 
this faith in the supernatural as the one 
great fact of life is going to produce a 
new and wonderful type of life. Yes, so 
Dr. Brown points out what are the marks 
of this life of faith, this new life lived 
as in the presence of God. In Chapter V, 
Dr. Brown discusses the basis for faith 
in the nature of man.* It is a serious prob- 
lem for some men to have highly develop- 
ed religious sense that makes the direct 
apprehension of spiritual things easy and 
natural, seem to be born mysties, while in 
others this sense seems almost lacking. 
How are we to explain this? Can psy- 
chology help us to understand the average 
man’s capacity for religion? There is a 
very illuminating discussion—one of the 
most helpful I have recently seen—of how 
man’s persistent belief in miracle, in spite 
of the attempt from every source in every 
generation to discount them—is in itself 
a witness to his inherent religiousness. Is 
not this an illuminating word: “The mir- 
acle of faith is a striking witness to man’s 
persistent refusal to believe himself alone 
in the universe.” 


This is a most engrossing book and my 
space is gone. Let me then only outline the 
discussion that follows: “Facts which Make 
Faith Difficult”; “Where God Meets Man 
—How God Makes His Presence Known”; 
“What the Man of Faith Finds in God”; 
“Miracle in Contemporary Science’; “Re- 
discovery of Miracle by Contemporary 
Philosophy;” “God at Work in History 
(How Jesus Shows Us God at Work)”; 
“Helps in the Cultivation of the Saintly 
Life.” <A really great book which both 


stimulates the mind and deepens religious 


experience. Frederick Lynch. 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England—<Archbishop Temple, 
Bishop Barnes, Dean Hewlett Johnson, 
and Canons Barry, Peter Green, Raven 
and Streeter, as well as leading Free 
Churchmen like A. E. Garvie, Leyton 
Richards, W. B. Selbie and H. G. Wood, 
have united with many other influential 
signatories in issuing a notable and timely 
manifesto. It starts by calling attention 
to the peril to which democracy is exposed 
by a new wave of violence in political 
thought and action. The traditional re- 


HERBERT W. Horwiti 


gard for publie order, personal liberty, 
and freedom of discussion is threatened 
by movements which appeal to passion 
and violence in place of reason and per- 
suasion. Not only do Fascists and Com- 
munists advocate the displacement of dem- 
ocratie institutions by dictatorial methods, 
but even among the orthodox political 
parties there is a disposition to evade Par- 
liamentary control instead of insisting 
upon the improvement of Parliamentary 
procedure. The signatories to this docu- 


ment do not believe that the alternative 


is a supine resignation to slow and timid 


measures of advance. In their opinion, an 
increasing number of men and women 
would be prepared to see the Parliamen- 
tary machine used for swift and far-reach- 
ing measures both of international and 


economic reorganization. , ps 
The manifesto, accordingly, calls for a 
program combining (1) a profound con= — 
vietion of the supreme importance of lib- 
(Continued on page 23 ea ; 
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WE NEED A NEW HEAVEN 


Of the new earth we hear much; of the new heaven we 
hear little. John saw both in his vision. 

We shall never build our new earth until we build our 
new heaven. Russia thinks she can, but not yet has she 
written “Q. E. D.” after her’ proposition. 

Yet the old heaven will not do: we need a new heaven. 

The old was too far away. The heaven of my youth 
was across a dark river in some undiscovered country. You 
had to die to arrive there. Yet Jesus said: “Heaven is not 
far away. It is at hand; it is within you; you can hold it 
in your hand like a jewel; it is yours here and now. It is 
as close as God; and where love is, God is.” 

The old heaven made too much of “rest”. I can see my 
grandmother in her rocking chair as if it were yesterday— 
resting—with her hands busy, knitting and crocheting, her 
fancy passing into things of enduring beauty. Rest is not 
inactivity; it is creation, playing, living as God lives. Kip- 
ling would know what I mean. 


“We shall rest, and faith, we shall need it—lie down for 
an aeon or two, 
Till the Master of All Good Workmen shall set us to 
work anew.” 


And then we shall really go to work: 


“They shall splash at a ten-league canvas with brushes of 
comet’s hair; 

They shall find real saints to draw from—Magdalene, 
Peter, and Paul; 

They shall work for an age at a sitting and never be 
tired at all.” 


Not rest is our heavenly hope, but, for the first time, 
tasks and tools worthy of our powers, and powers worthy 
of our dreams. 

The old heaven was too exclusive. It shut too many 
people out. It was for members of my Church only. But 
God is big; His love is boundless ; His mercy is everlasting ; 
in His heart there is room. Our new heaven must be as 
spacious as the heart of God—hbig enough for the ninety 
and nine—and the other, too, that was lost. 

The old heaven—the heaven of my boyhood, and the 
heaven of all too many of us today—was too easy. It asked 
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too little. All that was necessary to gain the heaven of 
my youth was to do—nothing. But Jesus was not crucified 
for doing nothing. He was not nailed to the cross for hav- 
ing kept Himself unspotted from the world. The real 
heaven is not so easily won. Its route is marked by 
crosses ; its travellers have dust and scars. Its doors swing 
open to the valiant. 

But do we need heaven at all? I think so. Let us say 
we have paved all the roads, leveled every hill, exalted 
every valley, and bridged every chasm. All tonsils are out 
and every citizen has a Ph.D. degree. Every man is em- 
ployed at a good salary, food is abundant, highways are 
twice as wide, and cars are twice as fast. 

Would that be a new earth? No, that would be the 
same old earth, with its same old broken and hungry hearts. 
A new earth needs a new heaven. It needs dreams, long- 
ings, aspirations, prayers. When we once get heaven in 
our hearts, the new earth will come—down from the Father 
and up from His sons. —Appison H. Grorr. 


Boonsboro, Md. 


* * * 


“HEARTS WHICH BURN” 


“The world cannot bury Christ ; 
The earth is not deep enough for His tomb. 


* * * * * 
He still lives,— 
* * * * * 


In the hearts which burn as He talks with them by the 
way.” 

This is the Easter message. Mary Magdalene first pro- 
claimed it to certain wide-eyed, incredulous disciples the 
first Easter when she said, “I have seen the Lord”. 

“He still lives” in human “hearts which burn” with love 
for God and man. 

It is a significant fact that Jesus remained a dead man 
to those persons who had been the perpetrators of Calvary’s 
crime. Pilate never saw Jesus again after that gesture 
which he made to mete out justice from the balcony of his 
judgment hall. Caiaphas never saw Him again, nor did 
Herod, after that strange collusion and acceptance of false 
witnesses against Him. Church and state united their 
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forces to crush the life out of this unusual Man of Galilee; 
and as far as they were concerned, they succeeded admir- 
ably. He troub!ed them no more with His presence. 

But for those having hearts which burned within them, 
they who crucified Jesus failed miserably of their purpose 
to remove a troublesome character from Jewish life, for 
with the crucifixion Jesus began to take a new grip upon 
the hearts of certain men and women. Easter can have no 
meaning beyond that of any other holiday or gala occasion 
for those who love themselves more than God and their 
fellows. Pilate was concerned merely with the saving of 
his own skin that day in the judgment hall. Scribes and 
Pharisees considered themselves the divinely appointed 
custodians of religion: they were puffed up to the bursting 
point with a sense of their own importance. Jesus’ con- 
demnation of their insincerity and hypocrisy drove them 
into the acceptance of the philosophy that the end justifies 
the means—and they killed Jesus. The living Christ is 
never very real to those who thus barricade themselves be- 
hind the bars of self-love, superiority and hypocrisy. To 
such He is naught but a man, “dead and buried”’. 

But to the simple sweetness of Mary’s love; to the ten- 
derness of John, the beloved disciple; to the contrition of 
Peter, the impetuous; to those searchers for reality, the 
practical Philip and doubting Thomas; to the sincere de- 
sire for righteousness expressed by more persons than we 
know ;—to these, Calvary’s crime became a highly success- 
ful experience, for the One there crucified was now trans- 
formed for them into a living, constant Presence because 
within themselves they bore hearts which burned with love 
for God and their fellows. 

What Easter means to us depends upon the burning qual- 
ity of our love. Easter may be nothing more than an an- 
nually recurrent season reminding of the necessity for 
spring house-cleaning and the out-door satisfactions and 
pleasures of the approaching spring and summer. It may 
be but a holiday to be used as our shrinking budgets per- 
mit. On the other hand, it may be something very vital to 
our lives. At its best, Easter is an experience calling out 
new insights, sounding new depths, and lifting us to new 
heights through the vision which it brings to our minds and 
hearts of a Living Christ—living for those who have 
“hearts which burn” with love for God and their fellows. 

—L. C. T. MILrer. 


Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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THE EASTER HOPE 


Whence comes “this pleasing hope, this fond desire, this 
yearning after immortality?” Prof. Julian Huxley states 
baldly that the hope of a hereafter is held mainly as a com- 
pensation for remediable frustrations in our life here. 
Principal H. G. Wood promptly challenged this cynical 
assertion, and maintains with force and clarity that the hope 
of immortality rests on the discovery of positive good in 
life. The more we can make of life on this earth, he adds, 
the more intolerable does the frustration of death become. 

And for all who have doubts and difficulties along this 
line, we recommend careful reading of Dr. John Baillie’s 
rewarding new book, And the Life Everlasting. 
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HERETICS, BEWARE! 


A dispatch from Vatican City, dated March 10th, tells 
us that Pope Pius exhorted the Order of Dominicans 
throughout the world, especially the lay members of the 
Order, to rally to the standard of St. Dominic and to drive 
out heresy. In an apostolic letter addressed to the General 
of the Order of Dominicans, commemorating the 7th cen- 
tenary of St. Dominic’s canonization, Pius recalled the reli- 
ance that the Popes had placed on the Dominican mission- 
aries to drive out heresy in the era of the Inquisition, and 
urged modern Dominicans to “follow the example of the 
founder”’. 

This reference to the Inquisition raises some interesting 
questions: Is it to be regarded as a commendation of the 
use of the rack and the thumbscrew? Does the Holy 
Father think that the time is ripe to resort once more to 
terrorism and torture? Does he accept the Jesuitic credo 
that “the end justifies the means?’ Has he been so deeply 
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impressed by the methods of the Fascists, the Nazis and the 
Soviets, that he has reached the conclusion that the Roman 
hierarchy should fight fire with fire? If so, it will be neces- 
sary for Protestants to watch their step. 

Perhaps this questionable plea from the Pope has some 
connection with the remarkable utterances recently made 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York, in Lenten sermons 
by the Rev. Dr. Fulton J. Sheen, of the Catholic University 
of Washington, in which he compared the Protestant 
Churches to the Prodigal Son and attributed to Protestant- 
ism about all the evils and disasters which afflict the modern 
world. The only hope of the world, as he sees it, is in the 
return of all the prodigals to the Father’s house, and he has 
the nerve to picture the Roman Catholic Church as that 
Father. 

Replying to this astounding assertion, Dr. William Pier- 
son Merrill, of the Brick Presbyterian Church, says: 
“Protestantism has in many ways played the prodigal and 
ieeds to come back to the Father’s way of life; but when 
the preacher presented the Church of Rome in the part of 
the Father, he came very near to the sin of blasphemy. 
God is the Father to Whose home all of us, the elder 
brother as well as the younger, Catholics and Protestants 
alike, need to return, repenting each of his sins, his failure 
to live according to the Father’s heart and will.” — Dr. 
Ralph W. Sockman, of Christ M. E. Church, wisely adds: 
“This is no time for Protestants and Roman Catholics to 
spring into debate about their respective merits. In the 
face of the overwhelming public needs, the Church of 
Christ should sink its differences and show a united front. 
The only spirit in which to approach the task of recovery 
today is that spirit of ‘malice toward none and charity for 
all’, which Lincoln expressed when he confronted a similar 
task of reconstruction seventy years ago. It seems only 
fair to say that the Protestant Church has shown something 
of that generous spirit when in every drive for public relief 
it gives far more than it asks back for its own members.” 

It will probably be remembered also that the Father of 
Christ’s parable did not resort to the methods of the In- 
quisition to cause the prodigal to say: “J will arise, and go 
to my Father!” 
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“THEY SHALL NOT DIE!” 


Just what is propaganda? The word has unquestionably 
evil implications that linger from war-time, when propa- 
ganda was “a deliberate and reckless industry” practiced 
by all the fighting nations, a foul mess of deceit, misin- 
formation and highly colored news. Those who have noted 
how the movies and the radio have been employed in the 
interest of military preparedness and legalized booze, for 
example, feel that they need no definition of propaganda 
and no special warning against its perils. 

But as a matter of fact, there is good and evil propa- 
ganda. Any word of bravely spoken testimony in favor of 
a noble ideal or a holy cause, or in opposition to an in- 
trenched wrong or a public enemy, may also properly be 
called propaganda. From one point of view, all preaching 
and teaching may be called propaganda for the truth. It is 
by the yeast of faithful witnessing that the whole lump 
will finally be leavened. 

We were pleased to see an eloquent defence of the “pro- 
paganda play” by the brilliant dramatic critic of the New 
York Times, Mr. Brooks Atkinson. He had especially in 
mind the new and resolute dramatic presentation of the 
Scottsboro case, the play by John Wexley, “They Shall Not 
Die.” This play is frankly designed to arouse sympathy 
for a moral cause. Mr. Wexley believes that the Negro 
boys at Scottsboro, Alabama, have been unjustly sentenced 
to die, and this play is his contribution to the cause of 
justice. The Theatre Guild has given it a splendid produc- 
tion, and the critics have acclaimed it with the seal of en- 
thusiastic approval. But the public support so far received 
is called by Mr. Atkinson decidedly disappointing, and he 
attributes this to a queer kink in human nature. 

Despite a theme of such surpassing human interest and 
what is admittedly one of the most electric performances of 
the year, Mr. Atkinson says: “Alas, the great public does 
not want to be harrowed. 
the public goes to the theatre to be amused. Those of us 


Life is so full of sadness that- — 
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who, for one reason or another, take the drama seriously 
as one of the major arts of the world, are frequently re- 
minded that the public wants to keep the theatre trivial and 
petty. When the theatre comes out of the boudoir or the 
old-clothes closet to grapple with one of the causes of the 
day, the public virtuously averts its eyes. If you want to 
succeed brilliantly in the theatre, never mention anything 
worth serious discussion, and never take a conscientious 
point of view.” 

He points out that any play that is based on controversial 
affairs of the day must, therefore, overcome great public 
resistance. It may be difficult to explain why folks like 
plays that dramatize personal problems and theatre-goers 
love to identify themselves with the characters in the play, 
but at the same time “large impersonal problems of the 
day in the sphere of politics, economics and justice’ win 
little support. Perhaps the folks who are interested in such 
things do not go to the theatre. Mr. Carl E. Milliken, 
Secretary of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America, Inc., thus states the case for the theatre: 
“Theatre managers know that their patrons are seeking 
entertainment, and any suspicion of intention on the part 
of the management to educate them or improve their morals 
will drive people away from the theatre.’ But we agree 
with Mr. Atkinson that if the theatre could take an active 
part in public affairs, as it once did, it would occupy a much 
larger place in the life of this country. The valuab'e min- 
istry of such plays as “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” and such books 
as “Black Beauty” suggest the many instances in which 
frank propaganda may utilize the arts for the highest pur- 
poses. 

In the particular message of “They Shall Not Die!” we 
have, of course, three brutal realities exposed to the public 
gaze—race hatred, intersectional hatred, and hatred between 
city and country—and those are the “roots of a malignant 
national evil”, which perhaps many of us have not the cour- 
age to face. The fact is that manv Americans do not want 
to learn or change their minds—they do not even want to 
think! 

eee 


THE CHURCHES AND THE YOUNG PEOPLE 
(.4n editorial from “The Evangelical Herald”, organ of the 
Evangelical Synod of North America) 

Palm Sunday and Easter once again direct the attention 
of Church people and Churches to young people, the coming 
generation of Church members. Just as parents, if they 
realize their obligations toward their children, always seek 
to give them the best they can afford because they want 
them to be better equipped for life and its work than they 
themselves were in their own day, so the Churches should 
give to the young people in their midst the very best they 
can afford. It is so easy these days for young people to 
drift away not only from the Church but from the very 
thought of religion and morality, that both parents and 
Churches have a tremendous responsibility which they dare 
not ignore or neglect. Most Churches have been losing 
ground financially, which is bad enough; to lose out with 
their young people, on whom the future of the Church 
depends, is a real tragedy that must bear bitter fruit for 
the years to come. The Church—or the Church body— 
that seeks to “save money” by limiting or abandoning its 
program for young people is deliberately committing sui- 
cide, spiritually as well as physically. 

In the report of the Director of Young People’s Work, 
Rey. O. P. Schroerluke. to the Board of Religious Educa- 
tion, we find this significant paragraph: “If the Church 
permits its youth to evaporate as carelessly as it has done, 
the young people of tomorrow will not care whether they 
have the Church or not. The Church right now will have 
to become a much more real thing. It will have to help 
young people to see the contribution that the Church could 
make if true to its real purpose. It will have to be a bigger 
purpose than to keen itself alive. It will need to be a re- 
source agency for a lot of things that it thought outside of 
its range of interest a little while back.” 

The leadership in this very imvortant field lies almost 
entirely with the pastor, and his influence—or the lack of 
itis likely to be decisive in the congregation. “If the pastor 
is not informed, if he does not care, if he is not willing to 
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pay the price involved in teaching, co-operating, sharing, 


then not a great deal is going to be accomplished.” Such 
an attitude is all the more inexcusable as the office of the 
Evangelical League, 1720 Chouteau Ave., St. Louis, is well 


equipped to give help of all kinds in solving young people’s 
problems, whether personal or in their relation to the 
Church and its life and work. 

For the sake of the young people in the Churches, for 
the sake of your Church’s future and the future of the 
denomination and its effectiveness in Kingdom work, this 
department of the Synod’s work deserves the fullest support 
of the Synodical constituency. 

AM Hea 


“JESUS, AND SHALL IT EVER BE” 


Our Memory Hymn for April is unique, because it is 
the composition of a boy ten years old. It is doubtful 
if any other of the well known hymns, which have been 
handed down from generation to generation and used by 
millions of Christian people across the world, was written 
by anyone quite so young. 

Joseph Grigg, the author, was born in 1720, in England, 
the son of poor parents, and was brought up to mechanical 
pursuits. This little bit of poetry from his pen, now so 
widely known, was first printed in the Gospel Magazine 
in the year 1774, and the title of it was, Shame of Jesus 
Conquered by Love, By a Youth of Ten Years. The 
young writer, whose offering to God’s people proved so 
acceptable, became afterward the Rev. Joseph Grigg, a 
Presbyterian minister in London. Of the 43 hymns attri- 
buted to him, only two, however, are found generally in 
modern hymnals. Next to our Memory Hymn the best 
known of his compositions is Behold, A Stranger at the 
Door. 

Jesus, and Shall It Ever Be may be described as a heart- 
cry. It tells the story of a youth who had come to know 
and love the Saviour Who had lived and died for him, and 
who, in his contacts with the world, was amazed beyond all 
measure to discover that there could really be poor mortal 
men and women round about him who were ashamed of 
“that dear Friend on Whom our hopes of Heaven depend” 
—the Friend above all others, Who has done more for us 
than all other friends can possibly do. This is one of the 
hymns which the writer committed to memory in his boy- 
hood, and it has been a source of much joy and satisfaction 
through the years. We believe it can be made a means of 
great blessing to anyone who makes this hymn lis own. 

* * Ox 


HAIL TO THE “ADVANCE”! 


Beginning April 5th, one of the ablest of our contem- 
poraries, The Congregationalist and Herald of Gospel Liber- 
ty, will change its name to Advance. Publication will be 
continued, of course, by the Congregational Publishing So- 
ciety, at 14 Beacon Street, Boston. Dr. William E. Gilroy 
will continue as Editor, with his present staff, but with the 
excellent addition of Dr. Hubert C. Herring as Associate 
Editor. Dr. Herring is head of the Department of Social 
Relations of the Congregational Educational Society, and 
is well known through his leadership in the annual Seminars 
in Mexico and his work as Secretary of the Committee on 
Cultural Relations with Latin America. The Congrega- 
tionalist has had uninterrupted weekly publication for 85 
years, continuing the Recorder, which was founded in 1816. 
Since the union of the Congregational and Christian 
Churches in 1929, it has had associated with it the Herald 
of Gospel Liberty, founded in 1808 as the organ of the 
Christian Church. 

We think it a good idea to give up the unwieldy name 
which it has recently had, and it was a wise move to adopt 
the name Advance, not only because that was the name of 
a Congregational weekly published in Chicago for 50 years, 
but because the new name is also so characteristic of the 
aggressive and progressive journal which is such an honor 
to the denomination it represents. It is now the only 
national weekly organ of the Congregational and Christian 
Churches of America, which in their united strength form 
a constituency of over one million members. We shall 
expect Advance to show us the way ahead in religious 
journalism. 
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“HERE ENDETH THE LESSON” 


\Vhen the minister pronounced those words, there seemed 
to be an audible sigh of relief. The Scripture Lesson had 
been so poorly read; some of the words had been mispro- 
nounced and obscured; and in other cases the accent had 
been put at the wrong place, so that the meaning was 
changed even for those who were listening, though it seemed 
apparent that only a small proportion of the congregation 
really had been paying close attention to what ought to be 
one of the most important parts of worship in the sanc- 
tuary. 

Why is it that so many skimp the reading of the Scrip- 
ture Lesson? Do they not realize how they are minimizing 
the importance of its message for their people? An active 
woman in one of the Churches was quoted as saying: “If 
I did not consider the Scripture Lesson more important 
than our pastor seems to do, I would omit it from the 
service altogether.” 

Once in awhile we are privileged to hear the Scripture 
read in such a way that we feel more than repaid for hav- 
ing come to the House of God, even if it were just to hear 
the reading of the lesson. In*a Church which we very 
occasionally are privileged to visit, the pastor always closes 
his understanding and edifying reading of the Scripture 
Lesson with this appropriate prayer: “Jay God add His 
blessing to the reading of His Holy Word, and write its 
eternal truth upon our hearts!’ Somehow that séems to 
add very much, both to the potency of the message and the 
solemnity of the hour of worship. 

der ote ok 


EACH FOR ALL AND ALL FOR EACH 


Recently we attended a Church which was just arranging 
for its Every Member Canvass. The pastor explained that 
no high-pressure methods would be used and the only ap- 
peal would be to the conscience of the individual member. 
“There are those,” he said, “who may be unable to give 
any money, but there is none who cannot assist by his pres- 
ence at the services of the Church or Sunday School, the 
visitation of the sick and in various other practical activi- 
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ties; therefore, let none remain away from the services 
because he cannot give money. 

What especially impressed us, however, was the quota- 
tion on the Church Bulletin of a very old letter which con- 
tains such an abundance of wisdom that we take leave to 
quote it here. No up-to-date pastor in the year of our 
Lord 1934 could write a message more direct and pertinent 
for us today than is to be found in reflecting upon the 
following letter, written by St. Paul to an ancient Church. 
in deciding upon your measure of co-operation with your 
own congregation, how could you find better assistances 
than is given in this letter, taken from the translation of Dr. 
Moffatt : 

“Now, Brothers, I have to tell you about the grace God 
has given to the Churches of Macedonia. Amid a severe 
ordeal of trouble, their overflowing joy and their deep 
poverty together have poured out a flood of rich generosity ; 
i can testify that up to their means, aye, and beyond their 
means, they have given—begging me of their own accord, 
most urgently, for the favour of contributing to the sup- 
port of the saints. They have done more than I expected; 
they gave themselves to the Lord, to begin with, and then 
they put themselves at my disposal. Now then, you are 
to the front in everything, in faith, in utterance, in knowl- 
edge, in all zeal, and in love for us—do come to the front 
in this gracious enterprise as well. I am not issuing any 
orders, only using the zeal of others to prove how sterling 
your own love is. But I will tell you what I think about 
it; it is to your interest to go on with this enterprise. Now 
carry it through—so far as your means allow. If only one 
is ready to give, according to his means, it is acceptable; 
he is not asked to give what he has not got. This does 
not mean that other people are to be relieved and you to 
suffer ; it is a matter of give and take; at the present mo- 
ment your surplus goes to make up what they lack, in order 
that their surplus may go to make up what you lack. Thus 


it is to give and take—as it is written, He who got much 


had nothing over, and he who got little had not too little. 
So let them have proof of how you can love, and of my 
reasons for being proud of you; it will be a proof read by 
the Churches.” 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


One Reason for Liking My Church 

Without being as much of a “jiner” as 
a neighbor or two I could name, I belong 
to more organizations than I can rightly 
use or serve. 

I hate resigning from anything, and most 
of the things ’m a member of are well 
worth supporting. 

But, believe it or not, the one society 
that gets my steady support, as being by 
all odds the most useful—and the most 
interesting—is, as you have already guess- 
ed, my Church. 

I meet plenty of people who stay out of 
any Church, for reasons that seem to sat- 


so that they may be seen by the “best cit- 
izens,”’ as Mr. Evans suggested. 

Well, they are. Most of us know them, 
and we know why they go to Church. At 
first, they may have found it a good busi- 
ness investment, but dividends on that sort 
of speculative stock don’t keep up. 

When I need professional help, I want 
to know something more than what pew a 
man occupies. And if I find he’s in a pew 
because he’s taken Mr. Evans’ advice, I 
don’t want him at all. 

An honest lawyer will give me better 


service. 
* * * 


Remember that Mr. Evans is president 


isfy them. And I know as much about the 
shortcomings of the Churches as the next 
man. 

All the same, the Church for me and 
mine; and J’ll tell you why. It’s the old- 
est, the newest, the broadest, the straight- 
est, the most genuinely human association 
IT can find. 

And it is all that, and much more, I be- 
lieve, because it is not satisfied to be just 
human. 

It is forever telling me that I am every- 
body’s brother—an idea I delight in even 
when I don’t illustrate it very clearly— 
because, says the Church, I have God for 
my father. 

There’s more in that notion than meets 
the eye. It is the farthest-reaching idea 
that ever lodged in my head. 


* * * 


Bad Advice to Young Lawyers 
I want you to look at this advice, given, 
I read in the papers, by Mr. Earle E. 
Evans to Harvard law students. 


of the American Bar Association, which in 
turn is the great bulwark of all those priv- 
ileges, powers and emoluments so greatly 
prized by my lawyer friends. 


Go to Church, even if it is hard for 
you to take. You’ll meet the best cit- 
izens. It isn’t so important for you to 
see them as it is for them to see you. 


Mr. Evans may be a smart man, but 
he gave out a highly stupid bit of pushful 
prudence—and it is also queerly legalistic 
in its faith in a fiction. 

I can tell Mr. Evans that he gave the 
lawyer-cubs of Harvard not only stupid 
but dangerous advice; it is like those old 
shotguns which kicked so much that they 
did more damage with the breech than 
with the muzzle. 

We have in our town several older law- 
yers and doctors and others who must 
have heard some Mr. Evans in their stu- 
dent days. They have joined our Churches 


* 


Slowed Up by Our Speed 

Do you think we have speeded up as 
much as the automobile ads seem to say? 
I don’t. 

Last year I made one of my trips to New 
York. These come so far apart that they 
are events, not just trips. 

I had heard about the cheapness of New 
York taxicabs. So, having an engagement 
near the Grand Central Station, I took a 
taxicab from the Pennsylvania Station, a 
mile and a half’s journey, maybe. 

A friend of mine declined to go with me. 
He said, “T’ll take the subway. It’s safer.” 

He reached our rendezvous as soon as 
I did, although he said he must have walk- 
ed half a mile through the bowels of the 
earth in changing to the shuttle train at 
Times Square. 

Soon after we had removed our wraps, 
I had a phone call from another friend 
who had seen me off in my taxi at the _ 
Pennsylvania Station. He was calling fro 
somewhere up in the Bronx, ten miles _ 
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away, having gone there by the elevated. 

My taxi fare was, I think, a quarter. 
The car had power enough, but in the con- 
gestion and competition of traffie it could 
do nothing but crawl. And the old five- 
cent elevated, which I rode on when I was 
a boy, did a better job than either taxi 
at a quarter or subway at a nickel. 

Same thing seems to be true in religion. 
I’ve been reading the reports from that 
big religious education meeting in Chicago 
last month. A thousand experts, more or 
less, with pedagogical power enough to 
teach all of Russia or China. But how do 
they get through the cross-currents of to- 
day’s psychology, sociology, projects, case 
studies, curricula, leadership, accreditment, 
and all the rest, to the actual life of the 
individual? 

I’m trying hard to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of old-fogyism, which is merely 
young ignorance grown old. And so don’t 
think I’m opposed to religious education. 
I’m so much for it that I’d like to see it as 
completely pointed at its publie as, say, 
the movies are. 

It would be easier to scold our religious 
education leaders if they didn’t themselves 
admit so many of their shortcomings, and 
recognize so many of their hindrances. 
They have a tough job, and I wouldn’t 
add an ounce to the burden of it. 


But I do wish they knew a simpler way 
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of getting from the Pennsylvania to the 
Grand Central than through the confused 
traffic of the Ph.D. Broadway. 


+ * * 


The Net Too Coarse for the Fish 


I've lost my appetite for a certain sort 
of questionnaire, and there’s a reason. 

I know a preacher who answered one of 
these inquisitions lately, and this is a sum- 
mary of his paper: 

He said: Yes, God runs the world; yes, 
God speaks to us through good men and 
women today; no, we are not sons of God 
as Jesus was, because He was the Only 
Begotten; yes, God made the world; yes, 
Jesus was God; yes, those who die go on 
living; yes, there is to be a Judgment Day; 
yes, heaven is a real place; no, hell is not 
a real place of fire and burning. 

And so on. 

But, dearly beloved experts in such ex- 
plorations, I hereby defy you, one and all, 
to come within gunshot of the character 
and work of that preacher, if you judge 
him by these answers. 

Not only so, but you who are most sure 
you could recognize him in the flesh would 
miss your guesses by the widest margins. 

In other words, a questionnaire has its 
values, but orthodoxy and heresy are not 
to be caught in such a net. Its meshes are 
too coarse. 
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And the Devil Take All 

Now they’re proposing government lot 
teries, because people will gamble. The 
saloon is back, because people will drink. 
People are naturally animals, and so |] 
shall not be surprised any morning to read 
a demand for the return of the old red 
light districts. 

A newspaper columnist makes light of 
the evil influence of the movies on chil 
dren, saying that they are no worse than 
life itself, including some homes; and 


therefore “our movie-made children” are in 
no special peril. 

The League of Nations is a failure, say 
many; therefore let’s go back to the good 
old days of competitive armaments with 
such modern improvements as poison gas, 
disease germs, the bombing of civilians, 
women and children, and starvation hy 
blockade. 

In a word, because honesty, decency, dis- 
cipline, and peace do not drop into the 
world’s lap as tropical fruit drops at the 
feet of a South Sea Islander, let’s let go 
all moral holds, and the devil take the 
hindmost. 

The trouble about that easy-going philos- 
ophy is that as soon as the devil gets the 
hindmost, there’s another hindmost ready 
to be grabbed. : 

And so the 
procession, 


devil is offered the whole 


THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION 
Charles H. Schmitt 


“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the 
dead.” In these inspired words from the 
pen of the apostle Paul, sent to his young 
ministerial associate Timothy «in order 
that he “might be strengthened in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus,’ we find a 
message that is. perennial and worthy of 
emphasis at all times, especially at this 
season of the year. This glorious and com- 
forting truth—“Jesus Christ, risen from 
the dead’’—did not become clear to me at 
the time I professed faith in Him and 
united with the Church. Nor did I see 
the real meaning of the words for a num- 
ber of vears following, some of which 
were spent in various forms of service 
for His cause. While engaged in an ear- 
nest study of the epistle to the Hebrews, 
the Holy Spirit revealed to me that Christ 
“ig able to save to the uttermost them 
that draw near unto God through Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.” And I desire to bear 
testimony as to the blessings which have 
resulted from this experience. 

At the time of his conversion, St. Paul 
became conscious of the fact that the life 
of Jesus did not end with His death on 
the cross, and as time went on, the Apostle 
learned more and more of “the power of 
His resurrection,” which made it possible 
for him to endure with such Christian 
fortitude “the fellowship of His suffer- 
ings.” Only the “risen Christ” could in- 
spire others with such confidence and hope 
of His ultimate triumph over all foes; 
herein was the secret of Paul’s marvelous 
power as he faced the opposition of his 
day. Therefore, he was well qualified to 
say to his young friend, “Remember Jesus 
Christ, risen from the dead,” when he ex- 
horted him to “suffer hardship, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.” In our present 
appalling conflict with evil, we are tempt- 
ed to-become discouraged and to be filled 
with despair. How timely then are the 
words, “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from 
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the dead.” For there is no other way to 
live vietoriously in a world that in many 
respects is still hostile to Him and His 
program. 

Moreover, we learn from the context 
that the Apostle faced death with un- 
wavering courage and confidence. Hear 
him say, “The time of my departure is 
come. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give to me at 
that day.’ And how could it be otherwise 
in the life of one who had such faith in 
Jesus Christ, “who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel”? 


HAS HE RISEN IN YOUR 
HEART? 


B. F. M. Sours 


Has Christ risen in your heart? 
Never from His love depart. 
Follow, follow all the day, 
Follow Him the narrow way. 
He is risen! Ages tell 
The glad story. All is well. 


Lo! the watchers kept their ward, 
Jewish priests and Roman guard; 
Did bright angels fear their spears? 
Ah! the tale thrills all the years! 
Roman soldiers!—there they lay! 
Angels were more strong than 
they. 


Are your fears so stricken low? 
Does the gladness overflow? 
Do the angels speak to you 
Like dawn’s glitter on the dew? 
Joy to thee, if His thou art! 
Is He risen in your heart? 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


‘in great perturbation of spirit. 


Aa 


time: 
“Some years ago when I was a very young 
man, I had gone back to the old home. 
My father, then a very old man, who had 
been a Christian more than 60 years, came 
and sat down by me. I saw that he was 


Said a famous minister of our 


Finally 
he put his hand upon mine and said: ‘I 
am in great trouble. My sins rise like a 
cloud before my eyes. I feel as if they 
had blotted out the face of God, and I am 
about to sink into my grave with their 
burden upon me.’ What could I say to 
him, my own father, and I but a child in 
experience? But God gave me the word, 
and putting my lips close to his deaf ear, 
I said, ‘Father, have you forgotten Jesus 
Christ?’ He arose, put away my restrain- 
ing hand and walked back and forth 
through the long hall in the old home... . 
And then he put his dear arms around 
my shoulders and said: ‘My son, you have 
heen God’s messenger to my soul today. 
It is all well again.’ ” 
Louisville, Ky. 


I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION 
Paul W. Yoh 


“Tf ye then be risen with Christ, 

Seek those things which are above, 

Where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God.” —Colossians 3:1 


Christ got down to where we were that 
He might lift us up to where He is. If 
we be risen with Christ, then in a very 
real sense we are dead to the things of 
the world, of the flesh, and of the devil. 
These former things wherein we once walk- 
ed, when we lived in these things, we now 
put them all away; they have lost their 
appeal and glamour. For a new sense of 
values has been created in us as we begin 
to appreciate the infinite worth of such 
a character as exists in Jesus Christ. 

Is not this the marvel of the Christian 
religion, that it constantly gives proof 
of resurrected life? Men forsake their 
evil ways, they “put off the old man with 


his doings,” putting on instead “a heart 
of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meek- 
ness, longsuffering ... and above all... 


love, which is the bond of perfectness.” 


Such an about face, such a reversal in 
attitude and in practice constitutes an 
irrefutable proof of a dying and of a 


resurrection. 

First there must be a cross. “Put to 
death therefore your members, whieh are 
upon the earth.” Crucify them! Nail them 
to the eross! 
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Now “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
théless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me.” (Galatians 2:20.) 

So, when I make affirmation of my be- 
lief in the resurrection of the dead, I do 
not refer only to a future after death 
(physical) event. I am stating my belief 
in an observable fact of this present ex- 
istence. This dying of the old and this 
putting on of the new I have experienced 
imperfectly, but none the less really, in 
my own self. And I have seen it more or 
less perfectly accomplished in others. In 
the face of this actual, demonstrable work 
of wonder and of grace, I rest content. 
Without this rising of a new creature in 
Christ Jesus any other resurrection would 
be meaningless. 

Christ lives! 

Milton, Pa. 


I, too, live! 


THE EASTER HOPE 
Victor Steinberg 

Preaching and living what we preach— 
what a gulf lies between them! The 
writer has often preached about’ the 
“Easter Hope.” He has done so with en- 
thusiasm and earnestness. Secretly, how- 
ever, when people have testified to the 
great comfort of such a “Hope”, he has 
wondered about it. Stoutly he has said 
to himself, “Of course I believe in sueh 
a hope. Without it my preaching would be 
aimless and pointless. Does not my record 
of sermons preached contain many dealing 
with the general theme?” 

But the living of it, the facing of life 
with the hope of it held tight within 
one’s heart—ah, what a different matter 
that is from the public handling of it in 
the preaching pulpit! To stand beside 
the still form of someone else’s loved one 
and repeat words of comfort is often part 
ef one’s sad duty. But to stand beside 
the still form of one’s own Mother and 
repeat the same words. even though they 
be of the immortal Easter Hope—ah— 
that is different, as different as living is 
from dying. 

When “life tumbles in,” what shall we 
sav? What shall we do? Words are not 
coined that seem to satisfy the need— 
except words of the “Easter Hope.” “In 
My Father’s house are many mansions, I 
go to prepare a place for you.... Be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
. . . Because I live, ye shall live also.” 

It is with this hope, then, that we pick 
up the broken threads of life, conscious 
of a thrill of expectaney that carried us 
forward through grief and readjustment 
to a new order. And the thrill remains, 
from the knowledge that some day we 
shall receive that motherly embrace and 
know that Mother’s sympathy and love 
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MARY’S EASTER VISION 


She watched beneath a roseate, ori- 
ent sky 
As silver stars sank fast beyond 
her sight; 
She saw the drowsy throbs of twi- 
light die, 
While Morning fiung in full its 
shroud of light 
Across the somber bier of night! 


And lo, the white-robed messengers 
appear, 
Before the rock-ribbed, guarded, 
silent tomb 
Where lay her Lord whose rising 
hour drew near, 
When He would drive away the 
ghosts of gloom 
The Grave and Death might e’er 
assume! 
The sealed and stony Door now 
opened wide 
And He Who pledged His Love 
and Life—and All; 
Came forth with soft and measured, 
kingly stride 
To meet the Challenge or the 
boasted Call 
Of Satan’s most enchained thrall! 


Their eyes then met in one enrap- 
tured gaze, 
And from His lips like heavenly 
music fell 
The name of “Mary,” as in other 
days 
When tears and kiss and nard had 
answered well 
Love’s plea and 
spell! 


all-forgiving 


And as the Christ, once martyred 
for her sin, 
Stood there the Victor over man- 
kind’s foes, 
She knew that He had Love and 
Power to win 
The CAUSE of LIFE from all our 
ills and woes— 
As each recurring Easter shows! 


—Rev. William Francis Berger 


2685 Hudson Blvd., 
Jersey City, N. J. 


that alone can satisfy a heartache. How 
infinitely kind and gracious is God to so 
order life that it never stops! How bless- 
ed is the thought that, “Birth and Death 
are but the parenthesis marks in the great 
eternal sentence which our Father has 
written for us.” 


Martinsburg, Pa. 


WHEN MORNING COMES 


By the Rev. James E, Wagner, St. Peter’s, 
Lancaster, Pa. 


“But when the morning was now come, 
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples 


knew not that it was Jesus.” St. John 
21:4. 
The doctrine of the Resurrection has 


been having difficulties in this generation. 
Materialistie science has cast the shadow 
of doubt over any and all implications of 
the spiritual world. Biblical scholarship 
has raised serious questions concerning 
the historicity of the event. Some have 
characterized the story of the empty tomb 
as a later addition intended to bolster the 
resurrection-faith against the accusation 
that the wish was father to the thought, 
or that what seemed to be an appearance 
of Jesus was only an illusion. Others have 
pointed out that it certainly could not 
have been merely a resuscitation of the 
body of Jesus: for, when He appeared to 
the disciples, even the Gospels reeord 
that they “knew not that it was Jesus.” 
And others have pointed to the faet that 
Paul,—who saw Jesus in a vision only,— 
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considers 


the 
Peter 


him in 
appearances to 
And so on. 


the appearance to 
same class as the 
and to the Twelve. 

3ut all this seems just a little beside 
the point. The fact is that something 
happened to the disciples to change their 
gloom to gladness, their despair to devo- 
tion. And even competent scholarship 
must acknowledge that it is difficult to 
account for the rise of the Chureh and 
the spread of the Gospel if the souree 
of it all is only unrelieved defeat. Some- 
thing happened which transformed the 
Cross from a symbol of disgrace and de- 
feat to a sign by which men should 
triumph. And the Christian conviction, 
whatever its critical interpretation may 
be, has been simply this: that Jesus, 
Whom His enemies thought to have killed 
and His disciples at first thought to have 
died, is not dead, but is risen; and is alive 
forevermore. 

And one of the most beautiful stories re- 
flecting that conviction is the one from 
which the above sentence is taken. Simon 
Peter, who had vowed so boldly never to 
forsake Him, had first of all denied Him, 
and now carried that denial to its ulti- 
mate by turning back to his old way of 
life with its little concerns. “I go a 
fishing,’ he said. And, as so often hap- 
pens when a Christian compromises or 
deserts, he took others with him. And 
away they went into their little boat and 
out on their little sea of Galilee. “And 
that night they caught nothing.” 

“But when the morning was now come,” 
—after that night of desertion, that night 
of compromise, that night of futile striv- 
ing for the things that mattered less, a 
night whose dawn brought only disap- 
pointment and an empty net: that morn- 
ing after, “Jesus stood on the shore.” 

Is not this a symbol of the great mes- 
sage of Easter to our hearts: after the 
night, the morning; and in the morning, 
Jesus! The night ends, not in utter dark- 
ness, but in a morning made more bright 
by His Presence! After a night of pain 
and suffering, morning comes; and the 
Great Physician is there. After a night of 
sin, morning comes; and the sinner’s eye 
catches the inescapable sight of Redeem- 
ing Love persistent in search of its own. 
After the night of compromise and ecom- 
placeney, of deserting the cause of the 
Kingdom for the easy engagements of 
earth, morning comes; and the Chureh 
rises out of its lethargy at sight of its 
imperial Lord summoning to new devo- 
tion again. After a night of defeat and 
discouragement, when the soul of a man 
has been tried as if even God had for- 
saken him, morning comes; and the Pres- 
ence is there, and the Voice is saying, “TI, 
too, have borne a Cross.” After a night 
of death, when some one we have loved 
long since we lose awhile, or when at last 
we must ourselves wander down the 
shadowed vale,—after that last dark 
night, morning comes—and Jesus stands 
on the other side, our chief assurance 
that 


“Life is ever Lord of death, 
And Love can never lose its own.” 


THE FIRST EASTER DAY 


Let us note that the joy of the first 
Easter Sunday, being the first of our 
Christian Sabbaths, was typified for many 
eenturies by the Sabbaths of the Jews. 
When Jesus appeared to His followers on 
that memorable Sunday evening, “Then 
were the disciples glad to sing: 


“This is the day the Lord hath made; - 
He ealls the hours His own; 

Let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad, 
And praise surround the throne,” 


A consideration of other Jewish feast 
days will show us that the observance of 
a Christian Sabbath on the first day does 
not do violence to the law of the seventh- 
day Sabbath, but rather parallels or fits 
into the religious observances which had 
their fulfillment in Christ. These were 
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the Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles 
or Feast of Months. 

As on the same day of the week, the 
day following the Sabbath, the first sheaf 
of the early harvest was presented before 
the Lord to be accepted by Him for Israel, 
so it was on the morrow after the Sab- 
bath that Christ rose from the dead to 
be accepted for us, “The first fruits of 
them that slept.” 

Seven weeks later, or on the 15th day 
counting from the wave sheaf day, came 
the feast of Pentecost. This likewise fell 
on a Sunday, or the day after the Sabbath. 
Is there not a striking resemblance to an- 
other event occurring after the resurree- 
tion of Christ, on the Pentecost day that 
followed, just 50 days from His resurree- 
tion? Then it was that the Spirit was 
poured out and the three thousand were 
converted, on the first day of the week, 
first fruits of results, gathered by the 
labors of the apostles. As the sheaf was 
the work of God, pure and simple, so was 
the resurrection of Christ; and as the 
loaves were the result of man’s labors, 
so was the conversion of the three thou- 
sand, following the showers of spiritual 
blessing. 

That statement which warrants that 
Christ was the first fruits, “the first be- 
gotten of the dead,” is the fact that He 
was the first who rose from the, dead to 
die no more. 

To whom did He appear at His first re- 
turn to earth, at His resurrection from 
the dead? Did any one but His friends 
get to see Him? Not one, according to 
Seripture. It was to the women last at the 
cross and first at the tomb that He mani- 
fested Himself, and it was the apostles 
assembled in a house at Jerusalem that 
He afterward appeared; and it was to 
five hundred disciples at once that the 
privilege of seeing Him was given. 

The angels on that wonderful morning 
went into the sepulchre, to teach us not 
to fear it, nor to think that our resting 
in it for a while is anything to be dreaded. 
The rest in the grave will appear no long- 
er to our unconscious bodies than the sleep 
of a night should train us not to fear 
the night of death. Hence we sing: 

“Teach me to live, that I may dread 

The grave as little as my bed.” 
Morgan A. Peters 
Mt. Carmel, Pa. 


HIS RESURRECTION AND OURS 
J. K. Wetzel 

The Resurrection as a fact in the life 
of Jesus is of very real importance as 
one looks back over the years. It has 
been the occasion of much theological dis- 
cussion and philosophical speculation. 
From that angle it will always be inter- 
esting. 

But the Resurrection of Jesus, just like 
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On Easter Sunday morn 

New life from death was born; 
At early dawn of day 

The stone was rolled away. 


The garden shook and trembled, 
The keepers there assembled 
Were filled with panic fright, 
Recoiled and took to flight. 


He lives and is not dead, 
The angel message said; 
The Lamb for sinners slain, 
The grave could not retain, 


The Way, the Truth, the Life, 
He came to heal all strife; 
His message is for all 

Who heed the Gospel call. 


May we with glad acclaim 
His holy name proclaim, 
Until with one accord 

All men shall call Him Lord. 


—Conrad Hassel 
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“Behold, He is Risen!” 


the various elements of His teaching, ean 
have no vital significance aside from its 
meaning to us. It is of less value to try 
to decide what Jesus meant to teach in a 
given situation than it is to decide what 
He means to teach us in our given situa- 
tions. His resurrection, therefore, becomes 
supremely important only as it affects us 
and becomes in us a steadily sustaining 
power. In other words, the resurrection 
must be taken out of the merely specula- 
tive realm and lifted into that of the 
practical. 

The implications are both individual 
and social. First, there must come to us 
as lone persons a genuine spiritual renewal 
of our trust and faith in God. We are to 
be new men, men born from above, in 
whose lives there shall be but one passion, 
and that the Kingdom of God. It shall 
be the object of our first and only seek- 
ing. And then we shall have new joy and 
a new sense of victory to displace our too 
frequent sense of defeatism. “Old things 
are passed away, behold all things are 
become new.” 

Having said this, it is not difficult to see 
the social implications. The old order must 
give place to a new order. Unjust and un- 
Christian practices in business, industry 
and polities must give way before the 
slow but sure advance of Christian princi- 
ples. Old racial antipathies and animosi- 
ties must recede before an advancing tide 
of brotherhood. Old envies and jealousies 
must be replaced by Christian attitudes. 
Old ways of settling disputes between 
groups and nations must be discarded, and 
in their place must come frank and friend- 
ly efforts at understanding. 

His resurrection is important for us, 
but only when the power of His resurree- 
tion becomes a source of real power and 
joy and victory in us. 

Tremont, Pa. 


PEACE 
James R. Shepley 

I believe in all the things that Easter 
represents—the cross, the resurrection, the 
sacrifice of love, and immortal life. I 
have a fair appreciation of the supreme 
spiritual event that took place when Jesus 
gave up His life on the cross for human- 
ity. I cherish the season of Lent and try 
to keep it faithfully. I fall into the ac- 
claiming procession with palms, as it ap- 
proaches the temple, and respond to the 
festival mood as it sweeps along toward 
the climax of the life-cycle of Jesus and 
the celebration of Easter. I believe I am 
a Christian. 

But I am painfully aware that after- 
wards the Easter-fever passes; it vanishes 
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like an attack of measles, and with a sigh 
we total up the offerings so solicitously 
appealed for, report and reeord our gains, 
straighten out the details, and “that’s 
that.” Faces seen on Easter Sunday are 
long absent. Visiting begins, a new auto 
mobile, and in lieu of Church, a thousand 


and one excuses. After the great ado, 
what becomes of the awakened spiritual 
consciousness, the constant and _ daily 
walk with God, to do His will? Have we 
lost the Sabbath respect of our fore- 
fathers while crowding into Lent and 
EHaster this intensive zeal? The Christ 


Whom Easter exalts should be the Christ 
of all the year. 

Many folks are troubled about the 
thought of war. They fear it and dread 
it—and rightly so, for war is a calamity. 
War, however, is merely the harvesting of 
sin that was sown. It is but the flower 
on the stalk of selfish indulgence, infidel- 
ity, petty graft, secret finance, and un- 
social commercialism. Pride of birth and 
the Pharisaie scramble for chief seats are 
as common to the modern man as his hat. 
But selfishness clashes at cross purposes 
with itself. The fire of hatred is fanned 
by misunderstanding and confusion, and 
the pot boils over in war. Are we good 
enough, and worthy enough to be freed 
from the scourge of war? When Jesus 
looked upon the ancient city of Jerusalem 
on His last pilgrimage, He wept and said: 
“Tf thou hadst known in this day, even 
thou, the things which belong unto 
peace!” 

Yet there is hope. Perhaps after the 
harsh discipline of nineteen centuries of 
war, we are beginning to know. At least 
the ideal of peace is growing clearer. Some 
are saying they will not sanction another 
war. But what is that, when war is but 
a matter of crises of sin and un-Christ- 
likeness? If we love the generation we 
beget and desire that they be spared, we 
must look upon the cross of Christ at 
Easter, with a new understanding and pur- 
pose, and take up our cross daily and fol- 
low Him. 

Sellersville, Pa. 


“YOU HAVE DONE IT UNTO MBE” 
Oh, they hailed Him King long 
looked for, 
Just the week before He died, 
And threw palms before Him, riding; 
Glad ‘“Hosannas” children cried. 


They had offered place as ruler 
With a kingly power, so fine; 
Yes, they loved Him and would 

follow, 
Not forsake their Lord Divine. 


But how soon this promise, singing, 
Palms, Hosannas, love and praise, 

All were lost and soon forgotten 
By these folk, in just five days. 


In so short a time their praises 
Had been turned to mocks and 
sneers; 
They surely hurt Christ’s loving 
heart, 
But He said naught through His 
tears. 


Their words of love and promise 
All to crown Him and adorn 

Their King of Kings forever, 
Were replaced by crown of thorn. 


They spat upon Him, jeered Him; 
How could they? we haste to say! 
But, alas, we all are guilty, 
Yes, each one of us, today. 


We do not mock nor smite Him, 
Not in this would we take part, 
Not a crown of thorns place on Him, 
Yet we pierce right through His 

heart. 


In the kindly thoughts and actions 
Left undone for those we see; 

And unkindly deeds committed, 
Hear, “You’ve done it unto Me!” 


Ruth E. Clymer. 
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Lukes l5ely/ee 


In these few words there is the story of 
a great discovery. A young man on a tour 
of the world, after having made many 
other discoveries, has at last made the 
greatest of all. He has found himself. He 
found money without going far, right in 
his own home. With it he had gone abroad 
into the world and found gaiety and expe- 
rience of all sorts. In the course of his 
quest he also found some things he was 
not looking for—poverty, hunger and lone- 
liness. Like a man rummaging through a 
trunk and coming unexpectedly on some- 
thing he wasn’t looking for, he had rum- 
maged through the world, finding some of 
the things he sought and some other things 
that he wasn’t looking for. Then down at 
the very bottom of the trunk he made the 
great discovery. He came upon himself. 

It seems a pity that this young fellow 
had to be dragged through the mire as he 
was before making the great discovery of 
his life, but life is like that. The last 
thing in which some people are interested 
in finding is their own real selves. He 
was of that sort. He didn’t care about 
going too deeply into his own personality. 
The appetites and desires that lay near the 
surface were all he cared about. But when 
everything else had been investigated, he 
stumbled involuntarily on himself. 

With plenty of time and trouble on his 
hands he began to look beneath the sur- 
face of his life and he saw things he had 
not seen before. His stomach was empty 
and that helped to stimulate his mental 
processes. Nothing impedes the operation 
of our gray matter like an _ over-filled 
stomach, but when it’s empty the brain 
has more chance at the blood. So with 
an empty stomach and plenty of blood to 
make the brain active and plenty of time 
to think, his insight was sharpened. In- 
sight—the capacity to see within—is nosed 
out by a mad rush of pleasure, business 
and the like. When you are busy going 
places and doing things, you have little 
time to ponder the meaning of life, and 
insight dwindles. The prodigal had noth- 
ing else to distract his attention now, so 
he thought, and he made his great dis- 
covery—he found himself. 


I. See what was involved in the young 
man’s discovery. 

A. In the first place, his new insight 
revealed to him what he was. He saw in 
himself what others saw. It’s a revealing 
experience to stand off and look at your- 
self through the eyes of others. That’s 
what the prodigal did, as he watched the 
swine dispose of their swill. He saw a 
waster, a spendthrift and libertine, a bum, 
a down-and-out, a good-for-nothing. He 
had made a mess of his life; he was fit for 
the rubbish-heap. 


EASTER MORNING 


In the silence of this morning, 
As we gaze with wondering eye, 
We notice, in the distance, 
Our Savior walking by. 


Last night we knew, for certain, 
He was in the silent tomb, 

But today He’s here beside us, 
He has o’ercome its gloom. 


That means that Christ our Savior 
Has arisen! as He said, 
It means that e’en the dark, sealed 
tomb 
Can never keep its dead. 


It means that on some dawning, 
We, too, shall rise, as He; 

Christ Jesus, Lord Victorious, 
Did this for you and me. 


Ruth E. Clymer. 


A Great Discovery 


ALFRED NEVIN SAYRES 


It was a dark picture, but its lines were 


vivid enough—too vivid for comfort. He 
couldn’t fool himself any longer. His 
senses were too keen to miss the truth. He 


could see his rags, the badge of his desti- 
tution. He could feel his unkempt beard. 
He could smell the odor of the sty on his 
person. He could hear the echoes of laugh- 
ter and song that reverberated out of the 
wild past through the eloquent silence of 
his now empty life. Surely he was a 
derelict on the sea of life. 

B. Over the shoulder of the man he was 
he saw a shadow of the man he might have 
been. He saw the youth that had left the 
old homestead, and he thought of what that 
boy might have become. He remembered 
the clean, open countenance, the unspoiled 
features of his youthful face, and he 
thought how that face might have matur- 
ed into the clean, strong face of an honor- 
able, self-respecting citizen. He might 
have been his father’s right-hand man, or, 
even if farming was not his lot and he 
was naturally cut out for city life, he knew 
now that he could have found a different 
world in the far country to which he had 
come. He realized that it was not so much 
his leaving home, but the perilous desire 
for a gay life that put those anxious lines 
in his father’s face. Probably his father 
would have wished him Godspeed, if he 
could have felt that his boy was city- 
bound on an honorable and useful mission. 

I remember the family farewell at the 
railroad station when my older brother left 
home for college. I recall the tears in my 
mother’s eyes. They were of the sort that 
might have fallen from that father’s eyes, 
if he had known his boy was going away 
to work or to study. 

C. So the young man sits face-to-face 
with the man he is, seen against the back- 
ground of the man he might have been. 
That is the vision that induces repentance. 
It breaks him up and reveals to him still 
a third angle of his great discovery. He 
gets a vision of the man he may yet be- 
come. He’s not dead yet; much of his life 
is still before him. His home is probably 
still intact. He imagines what it’s like— 
a place of abundance, peace and comfort, 
where the servants are better off than he 
is. As he tries to put himself into that 
picture, he knows that he has forfeited his 
right to expect a weleome home. His own 
folly has disinherited him. But he’s not 
disqualified from earning a living. He’ll 
be something of a man yet. He’ll get a 
job in the happy atmosphere of his old 
home, breathe the sweet air of that belov- 
ed place and rattle a few honest coins in 
his purse. 

This third step in his self-discovery 
shows him a wreck reclaimed. His life 
may be battered, but the old hulk is still 
afloat and a few repairs may work won- 
ders. At any rate he is surcharged with 
a new hope and he resolves, “I will arise 
and go to my father and will say, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against Heaven and in thy 
sight and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son. Make me as one of thy hired 
servants’.” Those two words “make me” 
are a sure sign of a changed man. As the 
demand “give me” in the earlier scene of 
the story revealed the self-seeking lad he 
then was, so these words “make me” dis- 
close a transformed life. Something has 
come over him. He has changed his mind. 
He sees life differently. His ambition to 
have has yielded to a will to be and to do. 
He used to want things. Now he wants 
to be a servant and to be of some use in 
the world. In a word, he was genuinely 
sorry for what he had been and done, and 
sincerely resolved to be a different and a 
better man. 

Il. A similar discovery awaits every 
man and woman. One need not go all the 


. he came to himself... 


way to ruin to make this great discovery. 
A man may find his real self anywhere 
along the highway of experience, if he 
pause long enough to look beneath the 
surface of life’s feverish activities. But 
whenever and wherever he does so, these 
same three factors are part of the expe- 
rience of self-discovery. 

(1) Like the prodigal, one who makes 
this great discovery first of all sees him- 
self as he is—his actual self. This picture 
is not always as humiliating as that which 
confronted the prodigal. Possibly that’s 
why few of us take the time and trouble 
to give our actual selves a close inspec- 
tion. Our moral status is not desperate 
enough to shock us into a serious contem- 
plation of it. While the prodigal was near- 
ly ready to be junked on the scrap-heap of 
humanity before he was jolted into a bit 
of serious thinking, we are so far from that 
perilous position that we ride along com- 
placently, content with what we are. 

But if we dare to stand off and take a 
look at ourselves and measure our charae- 
ters with the yardstick of the Christian 
ideal, we have ample cause to share the 
shame of the prodigal. There is much to 
be ashamed of about the persons we are. 
If we could have moral photographs taken, 
it might be a startling experience to most 
of us. Did you ever get your picture taken 
and look with some surprise and disap- 
pointment at what the camera revealed? 
Perhaps it recorded expressions that you 
had never observed in the mirror and you 
said, “That is not a good likeness.” If we 
had cameras that would take likenesses of 
that intangible thing we call character, we 
might sit and analyze our moral character. 
Instead of observing,-“T didn’t realize what 
a protruding chin I have, and how flat my 
ears lie against my head, and don’t I have 
hollow cheeks?”, we would look at this 
moral likeness and discover, “I see now 
what a greedy person I am: I am always 
thinking of myself, except when I’m look- 
ing for the faults of other people,” or 
“How easily I am led!”, or “Just look at 
that temper—I can never manage it,” or 
“Tm a stubborn person; nobody can 
change my mind, even when I’m plainly in 
the wrong.” 

‘Well, we have no such system of spir- 
itual photography. Seeing one’s actual self 
is a difficult bit of spiritual gymnastics. 
But it would be wholesome discipline for 
us to take our characters and examine 
them now and then. This can be overdone, 
of course. One can indulge in self-analysis 
to the point of morbid introspection. But 
in our hurried age there is less peril of too 
much self-analysis than of never stopping 
to look in the mirror and know better what 
kind of persons we are. 

(2) If then we go to the further step 


“FOLLOW ME!” 


To follow Jesus means not merely 
to follow with the mind, that is, 
professing a creed; nor does it mean 
merely to follow Him with the heart, 
that is, experiencing an emotion; 
nor yet with the will, that is, doing 
a deed. To follow Him means to go 
with Him in full companionship, 
putting our feet down beside His in 
the common dust, going where He 
goes: to the sick, to the sorrowing, 
to the sinning, to the hungry, to the 
temple, to the mount, to the valley, 
to the underprivileged, to the over- 
privileged, to the upper room, to the 
garden, to the cross, to the grave, 
to glory. 


Addison H. Groff. 
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with the prodigal and compare what we 
are with what we might have been, we are 
sure to be bent in penitence. God pity the 
person who can be satisfied with the com- 
parison! An artist once finished a canvas 
on which he had worked long and diligent- 
ly. At last laying down his brush and 
palette, he breathed a sigh of content- 
ment. As he looked at it, he felt that his 
work was perfect. It satisfied him com- 
pletely. He found nothing that he could 
wish to improve. But even in that mo- 
ment he burst into tears. He realized that 
he had stopped growing. He had caught 
up with his ideal. 

Such is the tragedy of a person who does 
not find a heart-breaking gulf between his 
actual self and his ideal self. Have you 
ever paused long enough to look into the 
face of the person you might have been? 
Does his shadow sometimes haunt you? 
Doesn’t he look bright and beautiful and 
strong beside the actual you, the one that 
is visible to the eyes of your fellowmen? 

Look behind the grasping, miserly per- 
son who wears your shoes and see the gen- 
erous, magnanimous soul whose heart would 
go out to others in a will to give and help 
and serve. Back of the easy-going, tract- 
able fellow who yields to the pressure of 
anyone who would lead you this way or 
that, see the man who might be—firm, reso- 
lute, constant and capable of making his 
own decisions and doing his own thinking. 
Look beneath the crust of your mean, con- 
temptible spirit and find that courteous, 
thoughtful person that never has been re- 
leased for publication. 

In short, our actual selves are not our 
true selves and we know it. We were not 
intended for greed, dishonesty, malice, lust 
and cruelty. While these find expression 
in our actual characters, our better selves 
lurk in the background as shadow creatures 
who have failed to become incarnate in 
living bodies. We’ve kept them crowded 
out by the baser selves to whom we’ve giv- 
en place. But those baser selves are not 
our true selves. We often say of one who 
is acting out of character, “He is not him- 


“JESUS, AND SHALL IT EVER BE” 
(Memory Hymn for April) 


Jesus, and shall it ever be 

A mortal man ashamed of Thee? 
Ashamed of Thee, whom angels praise, 
Whose glories shine thro’ endless days? 


Ashamed of Jesus! sooner far 

Let evening blush to own a star: 
He sheds the beams of light divine 
O’er this benighted soul of mine. 


Ashamed of Jesus! just as soon 

Let midnight be ashamed of noon; 
’Tis midnight with my soul till He, 
Bright Morning Star, bid darkness flee. 


Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend 
On whom my hopes of heaven depend! 
No; when I blush, be this my shame, 
That I no more revere His name. 


Ashamed of Jesus! yes, I may 

When I’ve no guilt to wash away, 
No tears to wipe, no good to crave, 
No fears to quell, no soul to save. 


Till then, nor is my boasting vain, 
Till then I boast a Saviour slain; 
And O, may this my glory be, 

That Christ is not ashamed of me! 


—Joseph Grigg. 
—Henry K. Oliver, 1832 
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DOES HISTORY REPEAT 
ITSELF? 


They hated Him—He loved them. 

They scoffed at Him—He prayed 
for them, 

They accused Him falsely—He 
wept for them, 

They crucified Him—He forgave 
them. 

They died—He lives! 

What are we doing with Christ 
today? 


—Alton W. Barley. 


self today.” We mean that his conduct 
or conversation is not of the sort we usu- 
ally expect from him. In a profoundly 
true sense we might say the same of all of 
us at those points where our actual selves 
fall short of our true selves. When I cheat, 
lie or steal, I am not myself—not my true 
self. When I am cruel or unkind or in- 
considerate of others, I am not my true 
self. When I see my true self over the 
shoulder of my actual self, I am bent in 
shame and I feel, “This is not I; this is 
someone whom I’ve allowed to shove his 
way to the front and crowd me out.” 

(3) But the great discovery is incom- 
plete, if it stops there. The contrast be- 
tween what I am and what I might have 
been has not done its work until I go the 
rest of the way with the prodigal and dis- 
cover that I may yet be something better 
than I am. Part of my true self is the 
man who may yet be. 

There’s a better man within me waiting 
for realization. I have capacities for self- 
control and moral courage and _ sacrifice 
and unselfish service that have not been 
released up to this time. There is one of 
Nature’s noblemen pent up in me, waiting 
to be summoned for service—a person of 
real beauty and strength. Not all my past 
failures and present faults put together 
can keep that better man from getting 
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out, if I but choose to give him the word. 
It’s up to me to say within myself, “I will 
arise and go to my Father; I will ask Him 
to make me that better man that it’s in 
me to become, a useful servant of my fel 
lowmen and of Him.” 

“He came to himself’—these are among 
the grandest words that Jesus ever utter 
ed. They reveal His unquenchable optim- 
ism, His faith in men, His hope for the 
least, the lowliest and the lost. They ex- 
press his conviction that when men are far 
from God, they are far from themselves. 
They testify to His exalted opinion of hu- 
man nature. He knew men—as they are 
and as they may be—and He believed that 
injustice and unrighteousness must some 
day cease, for they are out of harmony 
with man’s true self. In His thinking 
War is a passing phenomenon, for it’s for- 
eign to man’s better nature. In the per- 
spective of the Kingdom of God, theft and 
hatred, lust and strife will be left behind, 
for man’s best self will ultimately break 
through. Something within us is designed 
to keep us restless and ill at ease until we 
say, “I will arise and go to my Father.” 

If you are down and out in a far coun- 
try of sin, travel the way of the prodigal 
to the great discovery. Even if you are 
only part way down that road of ruin (and 
who is not?) stop long enough to see your- 
self as you are and over your shoulder the 
shadow of the man you might have been. 
Beyond all that, look on the vision of the 
man you may yet be and make the great 
FESOlViG; snd WiLL makI SCs se) ven” 


“Upon the wreckage of thy yesterday 


Design thy structure of tomorrow. Lay 

Strong corner-stones of purpose, and 
prepare 

Great blocks of wisdom cut from past 
despair. 


Shape mighty pillars of resolve, to set 
Deep in the tear-wet mortar of regret. 


Believe in God — in thine own self 
believe, 
All thou hast hoped for thou shalt yet 


achieve.” 


BOWLING GREEN FUND 


Since our last report, the following ap- 
preciated gifts have come for the support 
of Miss Wolfe: Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Foutz, 
$5; Miss Laura May Snyder, $5; 8. S. 
Class No. 1 of St. Paul’s, Selinsgrove, Pa., 
per Irene Wentzel, $5. Total to date, 
$417.50. We should have $500 soon. Please 
send cheeks to Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 1505 
Race St., Phila. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Roy L. Frazier from Weyers Cave, 
Va., to 11 Park Ave., Warren, Pa. 


Our Assistant Editor, Dr. Ambrose M. 
Schmidt, has been recuperating in Wash- 
ington, D. C., from a recent illness, and 
hopes soon to return to his office. 

The C. E. Society of St. Stephen’s, Perk- 
asie, Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, pastor, cir- 


A PRACTICAL SLOGAN 


A “Messenger” Endowment is an 
endowment for the benefit of every 
Board, agency and institution of the 
Reformed Church. 


—Now and Then. 
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culates the “Messenger” among its mem- 
bers—a good way to get them acquainted 
with the Church paper. 


Stop! Look!! Listen!!! 
the cover page of this issue? No? Well, 
we beg of you, don’t miss it. It would 
pay you well to read and re-read it until 
its truth takes possession of your heart. 

Rev. Edwin H. Romig, of Tabor Church, 
discussed the topic, “The Church Looking 
Toward Easter,’ at the meeting of the 
Reformed Ministerium, Philadelphia, in 
Miller Hall, Mar. 19. 

As we go to press, the sad news reaches 
us of the sudden death from pneumonia of 
Mrs. H. Emmett lLatschar, of Spring 
City, who will be remembered by many of 
our readers as the former wife of Rev. 
Dr. J. M. 8S. Isenberg. 

Mar. 11 marked the 7th anniversary of 
the rededication of Salem Church, Catasau- 
qua, Pa., Rev. W. A. Kratz, pastor. “The 
Habit of Finishing a Task” was the morn- 
ing sermon theme. Dr. S. H. Ziegler, of 
the faculty of Cedar Crest College, spoke 
on “Building a Shrine,” in the evening. 
Beautiful flowers graced the altar, placed 
there in loving memory of consecrated 
workers of Salem. 


Did you read 


A visit to the great Wanamaker Store 
is well worth while these Lenten days, if 
only to see the two master paintings of 
“Christ Before Pilate’ and “The Cruci- 


12 REFORMED 


‘ 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


Marcu 22, 1934 


fixion”. It is not unusual to see men and 
women standing before these masterpieces 
with tears in their eyes. It is difficult to 
understand how anyone can go away with- 


out a new birth of faith and penitence 
in his heart. 
In St. Mark’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rey. 


Henry J. Herber, pastor, the attendance in 
the S. S. Mar. 4 was 1,102. On Mar. 18, 
the special musical feature at the evening 
service was the singing of favorite hymns 
by the congregation. A cantata by the 
choir will be given on Palm Sunday eve- 


ning. Holy Communion will be observed 
at 6 and 10.45 A. M. and 7.30 P. M. on 
aster Sunday. 


A Western minister, nearly 70 years of 
age, recently wrote to the Board of Min- 
isterial Relief saying: “I worked for a 
while on a dairy farm. I had long hours, 
14 to 15 a day, with little income, $5 a 
week and board. I had to give it up. I 
therefore thank you for the check you sent 
me. May the Chureh with its congrega- 
tions think, pray, and give a little more 
for the benefit of the old ministers who 
cannot work and earn their living.” 

The Phila. Rapid Transit Co., in co-oper- 
ation with the Phila. Federation of 
Churches, again offers free taxicab service 
for the aged and infirm who otherwise 
might not be able to attend Church ser- 
vices on Easter Sunday morning. All that 
is necessary is to notify President R. T. 
Senter in advance, when and where to 
call, together with the time the cab is 
wanted at the close of the service. This 
is most commendable. 

“The Story of Easter,” a cantata of the 
Resurrection, will be given on Easter eve- 
ning in First Church, Piteairn, Pa., Rey. 
Howard F. Loch, pastor. Midweek Lenten 
services are held each Wednesday evening 
using the pamphlet, “Local Church Effi- 
ciency.” The Lenten morning sermons are 
based on the Sermon on the Mount. Eve- 
ning messages are on the Cross, and the 
electric lighted cross is used. New mem- 
bers will be received on Good Friday eve- 
ning. 

A new sign-board has been erected in 
front of the Church of the Incarnation, 
Newport, Pa., Rev. Walter D. Mehrling, 
pastor. The sign is 7 feet wide, stands 6 
feet above the ground, and conforms with 
the general architectural ecclesiastical de- 
sign of the Church. The board is supported 
by 2 massive brick pillars, painted red 
with white pencil like the Church. The 
sign-board is black with gold lettering, the 
colors being those of the coat-of-arms of 
Zwingli, and the lettering was done by J. 
K. Sauserman, a member. 

A newspaper account of the proposed 
Centennial festival to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of our dear old 
veteran, Rev. Jacob F. Snyder, on Mar. 24, 
states that Brother Snyder was told by 
two doctors when he was a young man 
that he had “but a short time to live.” 
This proves again that the doctors are not 
always right, but probably even at the 


age of 100 Brother Snyder feels that the 
time has been quite short. He graduated 
from Heidelberg College in 1862 and from 
Mercersburg Seminary in 1864. 

In Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph §. Weiler, pastor, services will be 
held every evening except Monday and Sat- 
urday during Holy Week. Preparatory 
service on Wednesday, Holy Communion 
on Thursday; on Good Friday the choir 
will sing Stainer’s “Crucifixion.” <A sacred 
concert from the Church tower at 6.15 will 
open Easter Day; Communion at 6.30 and 
10.45 A. M., and an Easter pageant at 7.30 
P. M. On Apr. 8, the 45th anniversary of 
Grace Church will be celebrated, Dr. A. E. 
Truxal will preach in the morning, and 
Rey. Dr. Bair in the evening. 

In St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., 
Rey. Ernest W. Moyer, pastor, Holy Com- 
munion was observed in January; offering 
for apportionment $212.50. Foreign Mis- 
sion service was used on appointed day, 
offering $50. The pastor is conducting the 
Catechetical class preparatory to Church 
membership. Services are being conducted 
each Thursday evening during the Lenten 
season and each evening during Holy 
Week. The Halcyon Class of the S. S. 
held its monthly meeting recently in the 
Chapel with 30 members present. The Class 
contributed $5 to Bowling Green Academy. 

St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. J. H. String, pastor, has not a few 
who formerly were members of St. John’s 
Evangelical Church, about 4 miles west of 
town. When St. Peter’s was founded, 75 
years ago, it was the pastor of that Church 
who also served as pastor for a score of 
years and also supplied other congrega- 
tions that are now Reformed Churches. 
It was decided to have a union service of 
these Churches. On Feb. 28, St. Peter’s 
attended St. John’s in a body and Dr. 
String told of the Reformed Church, its 
history, activities, etc. On Mar. 14, St. 
John’s attended St. Peter’s Church, and 
their pastor, Rev. H. N. Doerres, told of 
the things of the Evangelical Synod. At 
both services the union of the 2 denomina- 
tions was explained. The people of these 
congregations, both the strongest in all 
the section, are enthusiastic about the 
union and greatly enjoyed the union ser- 
vices. 


Milton Ave. Church, Louisville, Ky., 
Rey. John W. Myers, pastor, recently re- 
decorated its auditorium and improved its 
appearances in a number of other ways. 
A rededication service was held Mar. 18. 
Elder Fred P. Kissler has been elected as 
the delegate elder from Kentucky Classis 
to the new General Synod, and was re- 
cently elected president of the Associated 
Church Councils of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Churches of Louisville, and New 
Albany and Jeffersonville, Ind., which 3 
adjacent cities will have 20 congregations 
in the union. Mr. Myers was one of the 
denominational representatives at the 
meeting of the International Council of 
Religious Education in Chicago, Feb. 12- 
14, and to the Quadrennial Convention of 


the same organization on the 2 days fol- 
lowing. The congregation now has a uni- 
fied financial system where one treasurer 
handles all the funds and the organiza- 
tions have merely financial secretaries. 
On Mar, 15, the Women’s organization had 
as its guest, Mrs. Pearl Hawk, formerly 
of Lafayette, Ind., and now president of 
the W. M. 8. of the Midwest Synod, who 
reviewed the Foreign Missions Study Book. 
A complete survey of part of the com- 
munity was recently made as a part of 
the evangelistic program of the Church. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The Home office is at present much con- 
cerned with the preliminary preparations 
for Mothers’ Day. On that day most of 
the support that comes to the Home is 
received through the Mothers’ Day offer- 
ing, and naturally the Home office en- 
deavors to do all it can to help make that 
offering adequate to present needs. En- 
velopes to be used in connection with the 
offering are being printed now. The Phoebe 
Home Messenger is in press and will soon 
be ready for distribution. 

While the Home has gone through the 
first year with the new building in use 
without a deficit in the current fund, the 
real test is to come this year when ,there 
is great danger that the income will not be 
sufficient to meet our operating expenses. 

Without a decided increase in its income 
for support the Home may run into a de- 
ficit of $10,000 in that fund during the 
year. Therefore its Trustees at their last 
meeting decided to ask that the pastors 
of the Eastern Synod appoint a Phoebe 
Home Committee in each Church to enroll 
Auxiliary members who will make a mini- 
mum contribution of $1 to the Home this 
year. Through the work of those commit- 
tees it is expected that 10,000 new Auxil- 
jiary members can be enrolled between 
Easter and Mothers’ Day. That would give 
the enlarged Home the support it now 
needs. Even under present circumstances 
such a goal can be reached if in each con- 
gregation such a committee will be ap- 
pointed and if each committee will do a 
small amount of work. 


DIVINE TRUTH 


God’s truth is always available. 
The more you meditate upon divine 
ideas, the more fruitful will your 
daily life become. Think what it 


would mean to you to conform your 


mind always to spiritual standards, 
—to live up to the vision of what 
you know you ought to be. Your 
greatest heritage is the privilege of 
sharing in God’s thoughts and of 
using them as your own. 


—Grenville Kleiser 
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First Pastor: “Have you read Dr. 
dick’s latest book on ‘Religion’?” 

Second Pastor: “No. I have stopped 
reading books on religion and am now 
looking for religion itself.” 


Fuzzy- 


DANGEROUS TOPIC 
Visiting Friend: “Your wife has a voice 
as soft as velvet.” 
Host: “Hush, man! If she hears you, 
she’ll want a dress to match it.” 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


EASTER MESSAGES 
Text, Matthew 28:5, 6, “And the angel 
answered and said unto the women, Fear 
not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, 


who hath been crucified. He is not here; 
for he is risen, even as he said. Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay.” 


As it was an angel who first brought 
the message of Jesus’ birth, so it was an 
angel who first brought the news of His 
resurrection: 

As St. Luke tells us: “And there were — 
shepherds in the same country abiding in- 


the field, and keeping watch by night over — = oy 
their flock, And an angel of the Lord stood ad i: 
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by them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Be 
not afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
the people: for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this is the sign unto 
you: You shall find a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.” 

So St. Matthew tells us: “Now late on 
the sabbath day, as it began to dawn to- 
ward the first day of the week, came Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre. And behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord de- 
scended from heayen, and came and rolled 
away the stone, and sat upon it. His 
appearance was as lightning, and his rai- 
ment white as snow, and for fear of him 
the watchers did quake, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answered and 
said unto the women, Fear not ye; for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, who hath been 
crucified. He is not here; but he is risen, 
even as he said. Come see the place where 
the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his 
disciples, He is risen from the dead; and 
lo, he goeth before you into Galilee; there 
shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.” 

It is very interesting to read the brief 
accounts of the resurrection in all four of 
the gospels. All of them refer to the res- 
urrection, and all of them speak of an an- 
gel, or angels. There is enough agreement 
to testify to the truth of the event to 
which they bear testimony, and sufficient 
variety and difference to prove that each 
gave his account independently of the 
others. All this adds to the value of their 
testimony. 

According to St. Mark we read: “And 
when the sabbath was past, Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, brought spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. And very early on 
the first day of the week, they come to 
the tomb when the sun was risen. And 
they were saying among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door 
of the tomb? and looking up, they see that 
the stone is rolled back: for it was exceed- 
ing great. And entering into the tomb, 
they saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, arrayed in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. And he saith unto them, 
Be not amazed: ye seek Jesus, the Naz- 
arene, who hath been crucified: he is risen; 
he is not here: behold, the place where 
they laid him! But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter, He goeth before you into Gali- 


lee: there shall ye see him as he said unto 


you.” 

There is a slight variation in the account 
of St. Luke, who speaks of “two men.” He 
says, “And on the sabbath they rested ac- 
cording to the commandment. But on the 
first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
came unto the tomb, bringing the spices 
which they had prepared. And they found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb, And 
they entered in and found not the body 
of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, 
while they were perplexed thereabout, be- 
hold, two men stood by them in dazzling 
apparel: and as they were affrighted and 
bowed down their faces to the earth, they 
said unto them, Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen: remember how he spake unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee, saying that 
the Son of man must be delivered up into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again.” 

St. John gives us some new glimpses in 
his Easter message. He tells us: “Now on 
the first day of the week cometh Mary 
Magdalena, while it was yet dark, unto 
the tomb, and seeth the stone taken away 
from the tomb. She runneth therefore, 
and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the 
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them, They have taken away the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we know not where 
they have laid him. Peter therefore went 
forth, and the other disciple, and they 
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went toward the tomb. And they ran both 
together: and the other disciple outran 
Peter, and came first to the tomb; and 
stooping and looking in, he seeth the linen 
cloths lying, and the napkin, that was 
upon his head, not lying with the linen 
cloths, but rolled up in a place by itself. 
Then entered in therefore the other disci- 
ple also, who came first to the tomb, and 
he saw, and believed. For as yet they 
knew not the scripture, that he must rise 
again from the dead. So the disciples went 
away again unto their own home.” 

Then John adds that beautiful story, 
how Jesus revealed Himself to Mary. He 
goes on to say: “But Mary was standing 
without at the tomb weeping: so, as she 
wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 
and she beholdeth two angels in white 
sitting, one at the head, and one at the 
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
And they say unto her, ‘Woman, why 
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Be- 
cause they have taken away my Lord and 
I know not where they have laid him. 
When she had thus said, she turned her- 
self back, and beholdeth Jesus standing, 
and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? 
whom seeketh thou? She, supposing him 
to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if 
thou hast borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She 
turneth herself, and saith unto him in 
Hebrew, Rabboni; which is to say, Teacher. 
Jesus saith to her, Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended unto the Father: but go 
unto my brethren, and say to them, [ 
ascend unto my Father and your Father, 
and my God and your God.” 

I think it is well to take these Easter 
messages of the four gospels together for 
the sake of comparison and contrast, and 
to meditate upon them at this Easter sea- 
son. 

We have become so familiar with the 
Easter story that we are sometimes sur- 
prised that the friends of Jesus had such 
difficulty to realize that He had arisen 
from the tomb, as He had told them He 
would do. But if we could put ourselves 
into their places, we might make a little 
more allowance for them. Suppose we had 
seen Jesus hanging on the cross on Fri- 
day, and had that sad scene vividly in our 
minds, and should hear for the first time 
on Sunday, the third day afterward, that 
He was alive, do you think that we should 
be more ready to understand than they 
were? Let us rejoice in the victory of 
the risen and glorified Christ, and let us 
endeavor to realize what a blessing it is 
for us to have the presence of the Savior 
with us always. 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


No finer Easter message can I bring you 
than this one from the pen and heart of 
Japan’s greatest Christian, one of the 
world’s Christ-like followers — none other 
than Toyohiko Kagawa. And where do you 
suppose I found it? On the January sheaf 
of the Kagawa Calendar that our loved 
and faithful missionary, Miss Mary HE. 
Gerhard, of North Japan College, Sendai, 
sends me each New Year. 


“T want to be ever a child. 

I want to feel an eternal friendship for 
the raindrops, the flowers, the insects, 
the snowflakes. 

I want to be keenly interested in every- 
thing, with mind and muscle ever alert, 
forgetting my troubles in the next mo- 
ment, 

The stars and the sea, the ponds and the 
trees, the birds and the animals are my 
comrades. 

Though my muscles may stiffen, though 
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APPROPRIATE 
CONFIRMATION AND 
EASTER GIFTS 


Bound in flexible leatherette. 
Size 4% x 6 inches. 


Look to Jesus 


A precious little gift book. 
Contains daily meditations and 
prayers for morning and evening 
for one month. The meditations 
are brief and simple. The cover 
of the book has a picture of 
Christ in Prayer, in beautiful 
colors. 


Jesus in Prayer 


It will be a revelation to many 
to read how often Jesus prayed 
and under what conditions and 
circumstances. Following the 
prayer scenes is a list of the 
many precious promises which 
Jesus made to those who pray in 
His name. 

Green leatherette binding. 


Words of Comfort 


There are times when we know 
not what to say to the sick and 
the sorrowing, to those in doubt 
and distress. This little book 
contains a choice selection of 
Scripture verses through which, 
the Heavenly Father’ speaks 
words of life, of comfort and 
consolation. A book for pastors 
and laity to leave with those who 
are afflicted, bereaved, perplexed. 

Blue leatherette binding. 


Price 25 cents each 
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my skin may wrinkle, may I never find 
myself yawning at life.” 


So here’s “May you ever have ‘friendship 
for the raindrops, the flowers, the insects, 
the snowflakes’ May ‘the stars and 
sea, the ponds and the trees, the birds and 
the animals’ be your ‘comrades’ . . and 


Toyohiko Kagawa 


may you always ‘want to be keenly inter- 
ested in everything, with mind and muscle 
ever alert’”’ greetings to all my boys and 
girls who honor, and are thankful to God 
for so wondrous a Christian as Toyohiko 
Kagawa—a statesman, poet, agriculturist, 
author, father, husband—blinded because 
he shared his slum-bed with an outcast. 


THE OLDEST PROFESSION 

Three professional men, a doctor, an 
engineer and a financier, were debating 
which of them belonged to the most hon- 
orable and ancient profession. 

The doctor said: “Mine is easily the 
oldest. Don’t you remember that in the 
beginning Eve was made out of a rib in 
Adam’s side? Well, there’s a surgical op- 
eration for you.” 

The engineer said: “Yes, but before that 
happened don’t you know the whole world 
was made out of chaos in six days? Now 
there’s an engineering feat for you.” 

“Ah,” said the financier, “but who made 
chaos?”—Public Opinion, 


Mary Ann Humanizes 


a.bh2 dD 
By William C. Rittenhouse 


Minister St. John’s Reformed Church 
Williamsport, Pa. 
(Copyright by the Author) 


(Continued from last week) 


Mary Ann and the professor assented 
to the doctor’s declaration by nodding 
their heads. “But what are we going to 
do about it?” mournfully inquired Mary 
Ann. 

“Do! What~ do you need to do?” de- 
manded the doctor, “except to go to the 
county court house and get your license 
and hunt up a minister or a justice of the 
peace to perform the ceremony. That’s 
all you need to do. It’s a very simple pro- 
cedure.” 


“T can readily see,” commented the pro- 
fessor, “how a postponement would cause 
adverse criticism, and I certainly should 
not like to have either of us placed in an 
unfavorable light by a postponement, but 
I also am not impressed by such an easy 
and rapid method of getting married when 
Mary Ann has been planning for a Church 
wedding. I certainly would like to see her 
long-cherished dreams as to her wed- 
ding realized, wouldn’t you, my dear?” in- 
quired the professor. 

“Yes I would,” 
Mary Ann. 


Then the 
cussion. 

“T believe I can solve the problem. Why 
not have the ceremony performed in the 
Church up here? Of course, it would be 
a quiet affair, but you would be married 
in a Church, and you could start on your 
wedding trip on the evening train to the 
city.” 

“Oh, that would be grand,’ exclaimed 
Mary Ann joyfully, “if my intended hus- 
band will agree to it.” 

The professor agreed to it heartily. He 
was ready to agree to anything and with 
anybody, at the moment. 

“That settles it,’ declared the doctor 
emphatically. “The only thing you need 
do, Professor, is to call up the minister 
and engage him for the wedding service. 
You know he has closed his cabin and 
there are not likely to be many services 
at the Church now.” 

“It was just dear of you, Mother, to 
think of that,” warmly commended Mary 
Ann. 

The professor went to the phone. Mary 
Ann accompanied him. He gave the cus- 
tomary signal ring and hung up. In a 
moment the bell rang, signifying that con- 
nection had been made with central. The 
professor took the receiver into his hand. 

“Please give me 2-0110, Back Bay.” 

The connection was made. 

“Tg this the Reverend Doctor Preston?” 

It was. 

“This is Mr. LeClair, at Dr. Sunder- 
land’s cabin. I am sorry to say a most 
distressing—” 

“No. No one is dead. 
unfortunate—” 

The Professor 
by the minister. 

“No, no. We did not have an accident. 
As I said, we are in a most embarrass- 
ing situation at present, and we need your 
assistance. We—” 

“Oh, no! It is not necessary at all to 
come at onee. Sunday a week will do. It 
is a matter—” 

Another interruption. 

“Thank you, very much, Doctor. You 
are very kind, but Sunday a week will be 
all right. Miss Sunderland has been griev- 
ously disappointed and I am asking you 
to help—” ; 

Cut-in by the anxious minister. 

“Yes, yes, I know,” nervously replied 
the professor. “I know you would be will- 
ing to do anything possible, but it really 
is of little importance’—Mary Ann gasped 
—‘T mean, ah, I mean it is of little im- 
portance to you, but of great importance 
to us. Miss Sunderland intends to be mar- 
ried, and—” 

Expressions of great surprise on part 
of the minister. 

“Yes, it is glorious news, and Miss Sun- 
derland has requested me to ask you if 
you could come up Sunday a week to per- 
form the ceremony in the Chureh at 12 
o’clock—” 

“Yes; high noon.” 

A lengthy reply from 
followed. 

“Why—ah—I am the man.” 

“Thanks, Doctor; I certainly am to be 
congratulated. Grandest girl in the world. 
We shall be there promptly at 12 o’clock.” 

The professor hung up, rang off and sat 
down with perspiration on his forehead. 

“Whew! That was ‘some job’,” he re- 
marked. 

“Oh, it was of ‘little importance’,” dry- 
ly commented Mary Ann, as she put her 


vigorously assented 


mother entered into the dis- 


” 


We had a most 


was again interrupted 


the elergyman 


arm about his waist and led him to the 
porch. 


For several days the farmer was kept 
busy bringing packages from the station, 
several of which Mary Ann earried quick- 
ly to her room without opening. 

On the Saturday afternoon before the 
wedding Mary Ann and her mother went 
to the farm. In a short time they returned 
with Mrs. Stone and the older children 
filling the rear seat. As the car sped past 
the cabin Mary Ann waved her hand to 
the professor, who was standing on the 
wharf. 


The wedding morn opened with about 
as dismal weather as it possibly could be. 
During the night heavy showers kept all 
speculating as to the kind of day there 
would be for the wedding. 

At 8 o’clock in the morning there was 
no sign of clearing weather. 

“Can’t be helped,” said the doctor as 
they sat down to the breakfast table. 
“Too bad for you children, but it will put 
off the danger of forest fires for some 
time. I hope the minister will be able to 
get up here.” 

The doctor’s intimation that possibly 
the minister might not be able to come 
brought the professor’s fear complex into 
action very promptly. Was it possible 
that postponement was threatened again? 
He must inquire about that. He did, and 
soon learned it was quite possible. 

“Plenty of chances,’ declared the doe- 
tor. “You remember how that little stream 
over there became a deadly torrent?” The 
professor did remember it. That scene 
and experience would never go down into 
his subconscious. “Well, these mountain 
streams, when they are raging torrents, 
often carry away small bridges, and fre- 
quently there are land-slides which cover 
the roads with trees, rocks and ground. I 
have seen a storm which lasted only a half 
hour cause so much damage that it was a 
week before the roads were open for 
travel.” 

A real danger of postponement was fac- 
ing them. The professor saw that Mary 
Ann knew this perfectly well. She became 
very restless, and from time to time went 
to the porch and scanned the sky. The 
doctor was none too sanguine as to the 
minister’s arriving on time, or at all, on 
that day. 

At 10 o’clock the rain ceased. The 
clouds began to break away and soon the 
sun was shining in a clear sky. 

At half-past 11 all were ready. The 
doctor drove the car to the porch steps. 
“All aboard,’ he cried cheerfully, and 
gallantly escorted each one to the ear. 

It was a slow, rough ride over the 
rocky, rain-washed roads. The spirits of 
all arose, yet each was secretly dreading 
the thought that the minister might be 
unable to make the trip. 

As they drove up to the Chureh, the 
professor was dumbfounded at the sight 
which greeted his eyes. It appeared as if 
everyone within 20 miles had come for 
the wedding. The Church yard was pack- 
ed with carriages, carry-alls and old auto- 
mobiles of all makes, but the minister’s 
classy car was not among the ensemble.” 

“What does this mean?” inquired the 
professor of Mary Ann. 

“Your question should be, ‘How did 
they get here?’, with these terrible roads. 
I did not hear of a funeral. There are no 
regular services held now.” 

“A funeral?” ejaculated the professor. 
“Tf there is a funeral service being con- 
ducted in there the ceremony certainly 
will have to be postponed until it is over. 
That would be a fine thing, a wedding 
following a funeral.” 

“Now, dear, don’t be superstitious,” pro- 
tested Mary Ann. 

“This situation is a forceful portrayal 
of life,” philosophized the doctor. “Birth, 
marriage, death. These are the three great 
factors in life’s earthly career. We come 
into the world unconscious of our arrival. 
The mountain-top of life is marriage, then 
we pass on, most persons as unconscious 
of their departure as of their arrival, A 
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wedding, immediately following a funeral, 
impresses one with the rapidity with which 
joy and sorrow follow each other as we 
journey on—” 

“Father, dear,’ interrupted Mary Ann, 
‘Sf you keep on preaching I won’t know 
whether this is my wedding or my funeral. 
This is one more little thing we overlook- 
ed. We forgot to inquire of the sexton if 
there was any other engagement of the 
Chureh for this hour.” 

“Looks to me as if it was a mighty big 
thing we overlooked. A funeral in the 
Church, our minister not here, and 5 min- 
utes to 12,” replied the professor. 

The doctor continued his interrupted 
sermon: “ ‘Man proposes but God disposes’. 
We must learn to take life as—” 

“Praises be! Here he comes!” 
Mary Ann. 

Around the bend in the road came a 
buggy and team of horses driven furiously 
by a woodsman. He pulled his horses, 
white with lather, to a stop before their 
ear. The clergyman jumped out, greeted 
the party happily and explained briefly. 
“Broke an axle of my car five miles from 
here, but fortunately, secured this man to 
help me out. The roads are frightful. I 
presume you are ready for the ceremony.” 

“T fear,’ began the professor, “we shall 
be compelled to delay the ceremony for a 
short time. A funeral service is being 
held in there.” 

“A funeral,’ exclaimed the minister in 
astonishment. He looked around care- 
fully at the cars and wagons. “I don’t see 
any hearse. The mourners must be de- 
layed. I think I understand the situation. 
This funeral undoubtedly was to be over 
before you arrived, but the condition of 
the roads has made it impossible for the 
funeral party to arrive on time, and from 
my experience, riding over 5 miles in a 
wagon, no one ean tell when they will 
arrive. I’ll go in and see if it is possible 
to conduct the ceremony before they ar- 
rive.” 

The minister entered the Church door. 

“Wouldn’t that be romantic if we should 
come out of the Church, married, to be 
greeted with a hearse at the door?” said 
Mary Ann. 

“Romantic!” The professor almost 
shouted the word. Then his fear complex 
hit on all 6 eylinders. Mary Ann was not 
only “queer,” she was certainly somewhat 
mentally unbalanced. No sane woman 
would make such an inane remark as that. 
“Romantic!” It would be shocking! Now 
he could see that the mysterious thing, 
called fate, had been doing its best to 
save him from marrying Mary Ann by 
trying to secure a postponement of the 
wedding, during which time he undoubt- 
edly would have discovered her defective 
mentality, as their new _ relationship 
would have revealed it. Should he break 
the engagement now, before it was too 
late? Before he could make a final de- 
cision the minister appeared at the door. 

“Everything is all right. We will be 
through long before any funeral is held 
in this Church.” 

“Jump out and get ready for the pro- 
cession,” eried the doctor joyfully as he 
alighted from the car. The mother fol- 
lowed the doctor. The professor got out 
and assisted Mary Ann to alight. He could 
not turn back now; but—but—if Mary 
Ann was mentally unbalanced, the divorce 
court for him! 

The doctor and his wife entered the 
Church. 

Mary Ann took the professor’s arm, and 
looked at her wrist watch. “It’s one min- 
ute of 12. my beloved: let’s go.” The pro- 
fessor did not reply. He walked with her 
to the door like a perfect machine. Mary 
Ann paid no attention to his highly eom- 
mendable mechanistic nerformance. She 
knew that if, at any time in his life, a 
man felt subdued, it was when his bride 
was leading him to the altar. 

They entered the Chureh and slowly 
walked up the aisle toward the clergyman 
standing before the pulpit. 

(To Be Continued Next Week) 
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“But I thought your daughter was en- 
gaged to that promising young man.” 
“Yes, but he didn’t keep his promise.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


BETTER THAN FENCES 
Minerva Hunter 


Summer came and the back yard no 
longer offered enough shade for Ralph 
when at play. 

“The lawn is the place for him,” Char- 
lie, his father, said, “but you cannot 
watch him every minute.” 

“Tt is a pity front fences went out of 
style,’ Lena, his mother, observed. 

“T used them chiefly to climb over,” 
answered Charlie, laughing. 

“We had to be taught to stay inside,” 
Lena recalled. ‘I remember a_e story 
Mother told us that helped more than 
any threats or punishments. I will tell 
it to Ralph and see how it works with 
him.” 

The 
story: 

“Once there was a prince who lived in 
a castle. All around the castle and the 
courtyard was a high wall and outside 
the wall was a deep ditch filled with 
water. This ditch was called a moat. 
No one could get out of the courtyard 
unless the drawbridge was let down 
across the moat. The prince played in 
the courtyard every day as safe as could 
be, for the drawbridge was never let 
down unless the king or the queen told 
the guards to lower it. The prince was 
very happy in his castle home and in the 
courtyard.” 

“Tt must be wonderful to be a prince,” 
Ralph said. 

“How would you like to play that you 
are a prince?” 

Ralph smiled his delight at the sugges- 
tion. 

“T’ll show you how,” his mother prom- 
ised, and together they walked over the 
front lawn. She told him the house was 
his castle, the front lawn was the court- 
yard. The hedges that marked the 
boundaries were high walls outside of 
which the moat lay. The path through 
the yard to the sidewalk was the drive- 
way through the courtyard and the walk 
next to the street was a part of the moat. 
The drawbridge was at the end of the 
driveway, leading across the moat. 

The explanation appealed to Ralph. 
He played the game so well that day that 
the next morning his mother decided to 
let him play on the lawn again. “Now, 
Prince Ralph,” she said, ‘you may play 
in the royal courtyard this morning. 
You will be perfectly safe, for the great 
wide moat will protect you. King Charlie 
and I have ordered the guards not to 
lower the drawbridge.” 

“Are you Queen Lena?” 

“Yes, and you may come into the castle 
and talk with the queen whenever you 
like.” 

Several times Lena looked from the 
window that morning and saw Ralph 
playing happily on his own lawn. Of 
course she had been careful to provide 
the kind of playthings that would keep 
him interested. The prince must be hap- 
py and busy this side of the moat or he 
might try to ford it. 

Once a child called to him to come 
across the street. 

“The water’s too deep, Robert,’ Ralph 
replied. 

“Huh!” said the child. 

Later this nice game was explained to 
Robert, who liked it at first as well as 
Ralph did. Each had his castle, his court- 
yard and his moat, and neither went 
outside without the lowering of the draw- 
bridge at the command of the queen. 


next day Lena told Ralph this 
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The Place of the 
Evangelical Synod in 
American Protestantism 


Pror. Cart E. SCHNEIDER, 
Eden Seminary 
32 pages and cover, 
54% x 7% inches. 
Price, 25c, dozen $2.50. 
Prof. Schneider deals with the 
various influences which trans- 


formed the evangelizing Church 
of the ’48ers into the almost ex- 
clusively German Church of the 


*70ies and then back into the lib- 
eral and non-exclusive Church of 
our day. 

He puts the test of function to 
the Church and shows that the 
Evangelical Synod performed a 
necessary function in American 
Protestantism. The Evangelical 
Synod insists on the validity of 
the individual conscience and 
faith and will not bind to a 
mere rigid denominationalism. 
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The Exchange of 
EASTER GREETINGS 
is rapidly growing. 
You will have dear friends to 
remember on this joyous Day. 
From this 
Box of Twelve Pencil Gravure 
EASTER CARDS—each 
with an Appropriate Verse 
you will be able to make a 
happy selection for each par- 
ticular friend. 
Each Card contains a beauti- 
fully colored floral design and 
a bit of friendly sentiment. 
The Twelve Cards, Boxed, 
20 cents per Box 


Board of Christian Education 
of the Reformed Church 


1505 Race Street, Phila., Pa. 


But Robert’s mother had not given him 
the kind of playthings that would keep 


him busy, so, for him, too great a strain 
was placed upon the strength of the lit- 
tle “make believe’ and the charm soon 
broke. But for Ralph it lasted until his 
kindergarten days arrived. 


“T had not supposed that any one 
would question the supreme importance 
of the kindergarten as the foundation of 
our whole system of public education 
Those who are in charge of the little 
children are, in my mind, the most im- 
portant workers in the whole field of edu- 
cation.””—A. A. Shaw, President, Denison 
University, Granville, Ohio. 

Do not allow the children of your com- 
munity to be deprived of the influence 
of a properly trained kindergartner. The 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West Fortieth Street, New York, is al- 
ways glad to assist any person desir- 
ing to secure this benefit for the boys and 
girls. There is no charge. 
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FAITH AND RESURRECTION 


The snow may cover the hillside— 
The breath of Winter blow cold; 
But somewhere the hills are hiding 
A flower that Spring will unfold. 


A flower of charm and beauty 
To gladden the way we go; 
And something akin of mystery 

That’s seen in a flake of snow. 


Spring is the magic unfolder 
Whose breath blows Winter away; 
Who opens the gates of heaven 
For the resurrection day. 
Spring pours its grandeur un- 
stinted— 
Unselfish insooth with a hand 
Shrouded in mystery and wonder 


That man cannot understand. 


Then faith is born of wonder, 

To strengthen and cheer for aye; 
For faith in mystery takes us 

To Christ’s Resurrection Day. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


THE NAKED TRUTH 
“Your grandfather must be pretty old, 
dear.” 
“Grandpa’s ninety-six.” 
“And has he all his faculties?” 
“All ’cept his hair.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — CURTAILED WORDS, 


No. 41 
1. Haven—have—ha 
2. Ration—ratio—rat—Ra 
3. Doorn—door—do 
4, Antie—anti—ant—an 
5. Pines—pine—pin—pi 
6. Planted—plant—plan 


MAKE 7 WORDS OUT OF 21, No. 8 


ns £O he 8. man 15. town 
2. ‘Dab 9. pet 16. able 
3. ban 10. ten _17. bag 
4. In 11. apt 18. late 
5a Car 12e2 Ui 19. times 
6. Ger io Cur 20. go 
fe Ad. 14. dan 21. ring 
A. M. §S. 
WORKING IT BOTH ENDS 


Nexdore: “Is that your young daughter 
I hear practicing the seales nights?” 

Naybor: “Yes; she is to be a pianist and 
I’m having her begin early.” 

Nexdore: “It’s all right to begin early, 
but is it necessary to continue so late?” 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Alfred Grether 
Defiance, Ohio 


HELP FOR WEEK OF MAR. 26-APR, 1 


Memory Verse: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:13-26. 


Memory Hymn: “Art Thou Weary, Art 
Thou Languid?” 249 in Hymnal of Re- 
formed Church, 


Monday—Confessing Christ 
Matthew 16:13-20 
Up to this-time Jesus had not spoken 
openly of His Messiahship, although by 
His teachings and personal contact with 
His disciples He was all the while prepar- 
ing their hearts to own and confess Him 
as the long expected Christ. Because of 
His miracles and the authority with which 


CHURCH 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


When a man turns his back on the 


services of the Church, he does not 
defraud God; he cheats himself. 


—Now and Then 


He spoke, the publie was compelled to ae- 
knowledge that no such person had ever 
before appeared on the earth; and every- 
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Bronze Bookmarks 


Our Btched Bronze 
3o00kmarks are by far 
the most popular we 
have ever offered. Beau- 
tiful, practical, and ap- 
propriate; thousands 
have distributed 
as gifts. This new 
series supplements the 
old; the designs 
are similar, but are em- 
bossed instead of eteh- 
ed. The figures all 
stand out in bold relief 
—giving the effect of a 
rather than a 
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new 


carving 
painting. 


No. 211 
No. 211—Head of Christ at 
Twelve. 
No. 212—Mounted Knight, with 
verse 1 Cor. 16:13. 
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where men were questioning who or what 
manner of person He could be. But on the 
disciples who followed Him daily and lived 
in Closest touch with Him the joyous truth 
had dawned. Like buds which at the call 
of spring open and flood the air with their 
sweet scent, their faith, due to His nur- 
turing, burst into bloom: “Thou art the 
Christ.” Further schooling and the bap- 
tism of the Spirit were required to bring 
their lives to full fruitage. 


Prayer: We thank Thee, dear Lord, for 


ACTUAL SIZE OF ILLUSTRATION 


Fine rewards for attendance or some 


particular service rendered. 


Many classes adopt as their class- 


motto, either the slogan “I Serve” or 
“Honor,” and select one of these de- 


signs for their class pin. 


Beautiful in design and _ coloring. 


Small in size. 


COMPLETE WITH 
ILY ADJUSTED 
SAFETY 


SPLENDID, EAS- 
AND “SAFE” 
CATCH 


35 cents each, $3.50 the dozen 


Combination Letter 
Openers and 
Bookmarks 


80. Design of an open 
Bible with the shepherd 
and his sheep at the 
top and a letter opener 
at the lower half. 


(Illustrated.) 


81. Design of an open 
Bible with child in 
prayer at the top and a 
letter opener .at the 
lower half. 


82. Design of an open 
Bible with picture of 
Christ and a few disci- 
ples at the top and a 


letter opener at the 
bottom, 
Size 4144 inches long. 


Price 15 cents each. 
No. 80 
No. 213—The Good Shepherd, 
with verse Phil. 4:8. 
Price, 15e each; $1.50 per dozen, 
assorted as desired. 


You've seen diary albums and auto- 
graph books of various kinds—but not 
one like this. Here is really something 
different. A’ precious memory record of 
golden days. 


Printed in two colors—light blue and 
black. Space for autographs and snap- 
shots of the Pastor, the Superintendent, 
the Teacher, ete. Fifty-two spaces pro- 
vided for a diary of all Sunday events 
for a year. A record of Sunday School 


attendance. Many Scripture quotations 
and verses expressing the value of 
friends. 


Considerable space is given for the 
autograph of friends. Two pages of sug- 
gested autographs are quoted. An at- 
tractive blotter is furnished in the book. 
Splendid for Sunday School officials to 
give pupils. Parents should give them 
to the children. Cover title is embossed 


with genuine gold leaf. Sixty-four pages. 
Price, 35 cents 
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revealing Thyself to us as the Son of God 
and imparting Thy saving grace to us. 
Draw us each day into closer fellowship 
with Thee that we may abide in Thy love 
and fearlessly confess Thee. Amen. 


Tuesday—Following Christ 
Matthew 16:21-28 

To follow Christ in pleasant, sunny paths 
that require no self-denial, struggle or self- 
sacrifice would be easy; but not such for 
long is the way of true discipleship. Rather 
is it a way like that which the Master 
Himself trod. This was the lesson that 
Peter, in spite of His bold confession, had 
to learn. ‘Whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it.” How many of us have so 
thoroughly grasped the truth of that say- 
ing that we are daily heeding the counsel 
it gives us? We are apt to think of Peter’s 
behavior on this occasion as very incon- 
sistent and unbecoming; and that it was. 
But could we boast of having made a 
better showing, if all the facts of our life 
should be revealed? 

Prayer: Lord, teach us how to follow 
Thee and give us strength and courage to 
measure up to the things that Thou re- 
quirest of us. Help us to take up our 
cross willingly and cheerfully for Thy sake. 
Amen. 


Wednesday—Confession and Salvation 
Romans 10:1-15 
We have been taught that the first step 
to take toward obtaining salvation is to 
know and confess our sins. “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins.” But we must also 
confess Christ, as the quotation implies 
and today’s Scripture clearly states. While 
contession is made by the mouth, only 
then is it real and acceptable to God, when 
it proceeds from the heart. In other words, 
true confession is not a mere shibboleth, 
but an expression of what the heart, which 
hungers and thirsts for salvation, is mov- 
ed to own; nor is it limited to oral expres- 
sions. To show forth in any sincere way 
that one believes in the living Christ as 
the one who can save to the uttermost is 
a confession of Him. 
Prayer: 
“T lay my wants on Jesus; 
All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; 
He doth my soul redeem.” Amen. 
Thursday—Preaching Christ 
Acts 4:5-12 
In this world of change customs that are 
in vogue one day are apt to be supplanted 
by newer and better ones the next day. 
This is true also regarding many kinds of 
teaching. But the Gospel on which men 
can confidently build their hope of salva- 
tion is and remains the same through all 
generations. “Jesus Christ is the same, 
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SPRING CALLING 


The Sun warms the earth, the birds 
sing, 
All around their tuneful notes ring: 
In tones sweet and gay 
They carol and say, 
Cheer up, cheer up, it is Spring! 


In woodlands and meads far and 
near 
Fairest blossoms and flowers appear, 
On swards flushed with green 
Bright jonquils are seen; 
To all thy proclaim, Spring is here! 


My soul, join earth’s paean of praise, 
To God songs of gratitude raise. 
His wonders declare, 
Who makes all so fair 
And blesses thee all of thy days. 


Bid sorrow and anguish be gone, 
To Him on His glorious throne 
Give thanks and rejoice; 
With jubilant voice 
His love and His goodness make 
known. 


Dear Lord, let Thy life in me shine, 
Thy Spirit, all-gracious, divine, 
Impart from above 
That, filled with Thy love, 
My life may be quickened by Thine. 


—Alfred Grether 


yesterday, today and for ever.” Him the 
apostles preached with great fervor and 
boldness of faith and the Lord marvelously 
blessed their efforts in spite of the bitter 
hatred and opposition of their enemies. 
“Go, stand and speak in the temple all the 
word of this life’ is a charge to which 
every preacher should give good heed. The 
secret of effective preaching lies in the 
doing of it. 
Prayer: 
“Lord, bid Thy servants’ hearts to glow 
The Savior’s dying love to show, 
And spread the Gospel’s joyful sound 
Far as the race of man is found.’’ Amen. 


Friday—The Cost of Discipleship 
Luke 14:25-35 

That it costs much in daily self-denial 
and cross-bearing to be a disciple of Christ 
His oft’ repeated heart-talks on the sub- 
ject show. The price is full-time undivid- 
ed allegiance to Him, readiness to go with 
Him all the way in His great world-embrac- 
ing program. Tested by this high standard 
are we meeting all the requirements? If 
there were many in His day who said 
“Lord, Lord,” but were rejected because 
of their failure to do God’s will, is it not 
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likely that there are still many who fo 
the same reason have no part in Christ, 
though they may boast of Him? But there 
are also thousands of fully consecrated 
loyal followers who have counted the cost 
and are daily living in His favor, sure ot 
their eternal reward. With them may i 
please God to let us be numbered. 
Prayer: 


“Jesus, the King of righteousness, 

Do Thou Thyself our hearts possess, 
That we may give Thee all our days 
The tribute of our grateful praise.” Amen. 


Saturday—tThe Goal of Discipleship 
Philippians 3:7-16 

We speak of far-sighted men, meaning 
usually businessmen, inventors, statesmen, 
authors, who are adepts at taking in world 
or national situations and successfully 
treating or meeting them. To have a clear 
vision of the goal of discipleship and 
make steady progress toward its attain- 
ment, far sightedness of a high order is 
needed. Paul had it—the far sightedness 
of Christian faith; and he also had the 
wisdom to value temporal things for what 
they were worth and to strive with all 
God-given power for the better things 
that his high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus held out to him. What an example 
he is to all Christians! As a help for ae- 
quainting one’s self with the “Goal,” one 
should study his life and teachings thor- 
oughly. 
Prayer: 
“Blest Savior, introduced by Thee, 

Have I my race begun; 

And, crowned with victory, at Thy feet 

T’ll lay my honors down.” Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Captain of Our Salvation 
Isaiah 53:7-12 

This chapter is generally accepted as a 
prophecy of “The Suffering Savior.” In 
Hebrews it is stated that “It became him 
(God) to make the captain of their salva- 
tion perfect through sufferings.” While 
Christians differ in their theories of the 
atonement, they agree as to the necessity 
for Christ’s passion and the effectiveness 
of His sufferings for bringing men to re- 
pentance and faith and freeing them from 
sin. “I, if [ be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto Me” (John 12:32). 
Peter says that it is by His stripes that 
we are healed, and that “His own self bare 
our sins in His body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto right- 
eousness.” Then let us cleave to Him as 
the Captain of our salvation, and forsak- 


ing sin, live as His redeemed children 
ought to live. 

Prayer: 

“For ever here my rest shall be 


Close to Thy wounded side; 
This all my hope and all my plea— 
For me the Savior died.” Amen. 


“HOOD HAPPENINGS” 


During the last week in January, the 
Y. W. C. A. launched a campaign to raise 
$400 for the Hood-in-Japan Fund. The 
campaign was initiated by President Apple, 
who presented the history of Mary Ger- 
hardand her work at North Japan College 
in a chapel talk. The following day at 
chapel, Dr. T. Z. Koo, secretary of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation, gave 
an “appreciation of the meeting of Chris- 
tianity for China,” and by analogy, stress- 
ed the necessity of keeping the Christian 
movement alive in Japan. Professor -Wil- 
liam R. Barnhart further aided the cam- 
paign by an address in chapel some time 
before. The progress of the pledges was 
recorded on a large poster, depicting a 
thermometer, and was watched with in- 
terest by students and faculty. The goal 
was reached and then surpassed, with a 
total sum of $598.45 pledged. 

Following this campaign and further 
contributing to the interest of the stu- 


dents in the Orient came Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones, noted Christian leader of India and 
America, who addressed the college com- 
munity on “Our Approach to the Awaken- 
ed East.” On Feb. 10, a debate, Japan 
versus China, with Mr. Kinnosuke Adachi, 
Japanese editor and lecturer, speaking for 
Japan and Dr. No Yong Park, Chinese 
writer and lecturer, speaking for China, 
was held in Brodbeck Hall. The argu- 
ments were centered chiefly on the sub- 
ject of Manchuria, both sides being pre- 
sented with clarity. 

Mothers’ Day Weekend was announced 
by the Y. W. C. A. for March 2, 3 and 4. 
This weekend of festivities has become 
one of the most interesting customs of the 
College community. All branches of the 
college unite in welcoming the mothers of 
students, and as a result, the weekend is 
largely attended. Each academic depart- 
ment gave a special display of its work; 
there were teas, parties, a debate, an organ 
recital, and a concert for entertainment. 


Of late, Hood has been fortunate in pre- 
senting a number of programs unusually 
rich in artistie talent. The Glee Club, as 
a special feature of the Mothers’ Weekend 
gave its annual concert on Friday evening, 
Mar. 2, with 24 voices under the direction 
of Mildred Philips, ’34. The guest artists of 
the evening were Howard Mitchell, cellist, 
and his accompanist, Archibald Eaton, both 
graduates of the Curtis Institute of Musie. 
A concert of Chamber musie was givén by 
the ‘Casimir quartet of the Curtis Insti- 
tute of Music on Friday, Feb. 9. On Feb. 
23, an illustrated lecture was given by 
Frederick E. Mayer from the D’Ascenzo 
Studios, entitled “The History of Stained 
Glass Windows.” An exhibit illustrating 
color design for stained glass and mural 
paintings is being shown at the college at 
the present time. Richard Medford, diree- 
tor of the Washington County art museum 
at Hagerstown, addressed the Frederick 
Art Club and the college group in Brod- 
beck Hall on Mareh 8, taking for his sub- 
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ject “Venetian Art.” The talk was illus- 
trated with colored slides. On Friday eve- 
ning, March 9, Bruce Simonds, pianist of 
the Yale University School of Music, was 
heard in a concert which stirred the en- 
thusiasm of the entire audience. 

On Sunday, Nov. 11, Rev. Paul 8. Lein- 
bach, editor of the “Reformed Church 
Messenger,” was the speaker at the Vesper 


service at 4 o'clock. Dr. Leinbach’s text 
was Ps. 23:4, “I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me,” and he built his address 
around the word ot George Meredith, 


“Pear is the chief demon of modern life.” 


On Feb. 25, Rev. Harvey A. Fesperman 
spoke at the College Vesper service on 


“The Matter of Making Religion Real.” 
In his remarks, Mr. Fesperman urged his 
audience to allow religion to come alive, 
and said, “The biggest task facing people 
is learning to live.” 

In the near future, the College commu- 
nity is looking forward to the spring pres- 
entation of the Marionettes, “Cradle Song,” 
for which the group is making their own 
costumes and constructing their own scen- 
ery, and a lecture and reading by Elsie 
Singmaster, noted fiction writer. Vesper 
speakers who will address the college soon 
are the Rev. Hugh A. Heath, D.D., of Bos- 
ton, Mass., and Rev. D. J. Fleming of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York 
City. De i HH: 
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Society News | 
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Helen Ammerman Brown, Editor 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 
Announcement—The W. M. S. of Phila- 
delphia Classis will hold its spring meet- 
ing on Tuesday, April 10, in First Church, 
50th and Locust Sts., Philadelphia, Rev. 
G. H. Gebhardt, pastor. 


BLUE DAYS 
Domiot Crys sen as 
There have been other days as gray 
Wait—try to smile— 
You know these clouds must roll away. 
Think of the tempests, bleak and fierce, 
That tried your soul. 
Aye, remember how you tried to reach 
your goal: 
You felt you could not tread another step, 
When lo! the clouds broke all around you 
overhead 
And Golden Sunshine 
through, 
Made you stop and wonder how you ever 
could feel blue. 
So life must ever be. 
Our dreams seem swept away, 
The gales of woe engulf us 
Till we sway, 
We clutch at straws—we moan— 

All is forever lost. 
weep for that which 
the most. 

Then suddenly, the bitter storm is spent. 
There comes a change—'twas surely heaven 
sent— 
The clouds have turned all rosy now. 
We look back in dismay 
And wonder why we fretted so,— 
The storm has gone its way. 
¥ —Beulah Kraft 


healing, shining 


We meant to us 


Washington, D. C. 


THE FORT WAYNE HOME 


For 50 years the Fort Wayne Orphans’ 
Home, at Fort Wayne, Ind., has been fill- 
ing the office of mother to the orphan chil- 
dren of our Church in the Central West. 
Founded in faith in 1883, it has grown 
materially from a few thousand dollars in 
cash to an institution that has now an 
assessed valuation of over $272,000. But 
its spiritual valuation is even greater,—in 
the lives and characters of nearly a thou- 
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sand children who received a home and 


Christian nurture within its walls. 

Few Reformed Church people, outside 
of our Western Synods, have any realiza- 
tion of the work and worth of this institu- 
tion. To the writer, who was privileged 
to attend the annual meeting of the Board 


of Trustees at the Home on Feb. 8, as the, 


elected representative on the Board from 
the Eastern Synod, the Home was a reve- 
lation. With a “family” of 92 children at 
present, not including an efficient staff of 
workers, and room for more, all housed in 
the several buildings, with a well-equipped 
barn and a fine herd of dairy cattle, with 
several hundred acres under intense culti- 
vation, the Home is prepared not only to 
house and feed its children, but also to 
give them out-door employment after 
school hours that will bring health to the 
children and wealth to the institution it- 
self. 


Some parts of the old building, especial- 
ly the boys’ quarters, are in need of re- 
pairs. But the new Superintendent, Rev. 
A. Stienecker, is keenly aware of this fact, 
and has been authorized by the Board 
to proceed with these repairs at once, and 
not to halt until the entire institution 
is put into first-class condition, and made 
both sanitary and attractive for those who 
dwell therein. 

The purchase of a bake-oven, the in- 
stallation of a wood-working shop, and a 
new program of Christian education, were 
some of the matters that engaged the at- 
tention of the Board at the meeting on 
Feb. 8. All these projects were unani- 
mously approved. 

The Home could use several second- 
hand pianos and furniture of all descrip- 
tion. Don’t mind the seratches. The boys 
will take care of that. After the new shop 
is set up, all furniture will be made to 
look like new. 

Superintendent Stienecker and his able 
and efficient wife, who serves as matron, 
both have vision. Also, experience, gained 
in service as superintendent of the Mis- 
sion House for 8 years. Though on the 
field for only 3 weeks, they have formu- 
lated in their minds a certain program 
looking to the education, the recreation, 
and the character training of the children 
entrusted to them. The entire Board felt 
that the new administration will bring 
further laurels to the institution, and 
make it even more worthy of the confi- 
dence and support of the Church than it 
enjoyed in the past. 

Following the meeting of the Board, in 
the evening, Rev. and Mrs. Stienecker 
were installed into office as superintendent 
and matron, respectively. All the chil- 
dren, the staff, and the visiting clergy- 
men, gathered in the chapel, where the 
service was held. It was in charge of Rev. 
Otto Stockmeier, the efficient Secretary of 
the Board for the past 5 years. After sev- 
eral delightful selections by the Orphan- 
age orchestra, one of the great assets of 
the institution, and a brief devotional ser- 
vice, Rev. C. W. H. Sauerwine, President 
of the Board, gave an excellent address, 
and then delivered the charge and the 
oath of office to Rev. and Mrs. Stienecker. 
Following this service, the entire family 
and guests were treated to ice cream and 
cake by the Board of Directors. 

Rev. A. Stienecker succeeds Rev. J. F. 
Tapy as Superintendent of the Home. The 
latter, with his wife, had given 8% years 
of their lives in the service of the. insti- 
tution. In his last report to the Board, 
presented at this meeting, Mr. Tapy ex- 
pressed his thanks to the Board for the 
confidence reposed in him, and the Board 
in turn went on record as deeply apprecia- 
tive of the worth and character of the 
services rendered by Mr. and Mrs. Tapy 
during the years of their service. 

The receipts of the Home during the 
past year were $45,754.91. The expendi- 
tures amounted to $42,369.23. Among the 
receipts were $2,200 from the sale of An- 
nuity Bonds. From this source the Home 
has now received the sum of $12,150. 
These bonds are proving to be an excel- 
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A PILGRIMAGE 
TO PALESTINE 


By Harry EMERSON Fospick 


This amazing pageant of his- 
torical associations conveys such 
a sense of the veracity of Biblical 
records that the scenes seem to 
rise before the reader. ‘There is 
nothing quite like it in the abun- 
dant literature on Biblical his- 
tory.”—Review of Reviews. This 
book is now available in the same 
edition that previously sold for 


$2.50. 
for $1.00 
A Splendid and Appropriate 
Caster 
and Confirmation Gift 


Board of Christian Education of 
the Reformed Church 


1505 Race Street Phila., Pa. 


lent investment, having a high safety 
factor, and assuring the holder a good in- 
come for the balance of his life. After 
the death of the holder, the principal of 
the bond becomes an asset of the Home. 
Slides showing views of the Home and 
a suitable lecture have been prepared by 


Rev. O. Stockmeier, Secretary of the 
Board, and are available for use in 
Churches, etc. Write to Superintendent 


Stienecker about them. 

With the merger of the Eastern Synod 
with the German Synod of the East, the 
joint interest of the latter in the Home 
now inheres in the Eastern Synod. This 
is why the Eastern Synod elected a repre- 
sentative on the Board last spring. Elder 
M. Carle, of New York Classis, is the 
elder representative on the Board. 


—Henry H. Rupp 
Lewisburg, Pa. 


EASTERN MANHATTAN YOUTH 
RALLY AT THE FIRST HUN- 
GARIAN REFORMED CHURCH 


It was most impressive to see a group of 
300 fine young people assembling from the 
25 Churches of the Eastern Manhattan 
District, and from various other districts 
from New York City for a Youth Rally on 
the Sunday afternoon of Mar. 4. To the 
beauty of the real Hungarian artistic dec- 
orated Church was added the worshipful 
and beautiful hymns sung by the enthusi- 
astie youth, led by our able leader, presi- 
dent of Bronx Union, Mr. William Koster. 
The chairman, Mr. William Wahl, presi- 
dent of Eastern Manhattan District, in- 
troduced the pastor of the hostess Church. 
Dr. Takaro gave the guests a warm wel- 
come, and assured them that we were in- 
deed happy that our Church had been se- 
lected for this Rally, and extended to our 
guests our most genial hospitality. Dr. 
Takaro then took charge of the devotional 
service, reading the Scripture and giving 
specific explanation on certain parts, stat- 
ing that “One person’s opinion of Christ 
does not reveal the personality of Christ, 
but reveals instead the character of the 
critic,’ which was most helpful to ponder 
about, and take home with us. The girls’ 
choir, of whom some were dressed in na- 
tive Hungarian costumes, also added to 
the devotions, by singing an old Hungarian 
favorite, “Gog a Magog Hada.” Miss Mar- 


garet Prunizur carried the solo part, and 


Mrs. Geza Takaro assisted at the piano. 
Mrs. G. Takaro played an offertory solo 
on the organ while the offering and the 
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attendance records were taken. Mr. Thomas 
Smith made several announcements includ- 


ing the bulletins of the four districts. 
Misses Lillian Szopko and Magdalene 


Takaro sang a duet, assisted at the piano 
by Mrs. G. Takaro. Mrs. Harold P. Grant, 
organizer of Eastern Manhattan District 
C, E., made the announcements to the ef- 
fect of the winners of the “purple and 
gold” banners—one for attendance and the 
other for the greatest percentage present. 
The young people were in great suspense 
while Mrs. Grant told the group how close 
the contest was. The winners of the at- 
tendance banner was the East 68th Street 
German Reformed Church, with 21 mem- 
bers present. The winner of the percent- 
age banner was the hostess Church, First 
Hungarian Reformed Church, with a per- 
centage of 76% present. 

After this came the main speaker, intro- 
duced by Mr. William Wahl, the Rev. Wil- 
liam F. Sunday, pastor of the Good Shep- 
herd Lutheran Church in Brooklyn. Dr. 
Sunday gave a most clear and inspiring 
address on “The Place of Christian Youth 
in the Civilization of Tomorrow.” 


A MEDITATION 


From “The Broadway Tabernacle Tidings” 

(If you cannot take time to read this 
slowly, turn the page at once. You are 
wasting time to glance at the Meditation 
quickly. Much of the “Tidings” is writ- 
ten for him who goes on hasting feet, 
but he who runs cannot read the message 
of this page. Better to save it for some 
quiet time that never comes, than to 
snatch at its meaning!) 

God,—what would happen if we really 
found Thee? We do not change very much 
with all our talking in prayer. We are 
just about where we were last year as 
far as what we call “Thy Kingdom” is 
concerned. Perhaps we are too conscious 
of our words. 

“We don’t know what to say,’ we say. 

As if saying words meant we were in 
touch with Thee! 

What have you done? 

“Wait, God, do not ask us that—we 
are trying to say our prayers. You must 
listen to us: ; 

Almighty and Everlasting God, we have 
erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed too often the 
devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against Thy holy laws. 
We have done those things we ought not 
to have done, and we have left undone 
those things we ought to have done. Have 
mercy upon us! Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! 

“There, God, we’ve said our prayers. It 
makes us feel fetter.” 

What have you done? 

“Done? Let me think.” 

God is asking what have you done this 
year to make this world more like the 
world that Christ revealed. 


We hear the cries of men: 

“But, God, I am too old. 
my work.” 

And Abraham was 75 when he, through 
faith, searched for a land of Promise. 


I have done 


“But, God, I am too young.” 
And He was only 33 when He died. 


“But, God, I am too busy.” 

About What? 

(Read no more for two minutes while 
you answer that question.) 


“Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways; 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
In deeper rev’rence, praise. 


“Drop Thy still dews of quietness 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain 
stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace.” 


and 
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**1934 GOLD RUSH’’ 


Watches . . .Chains . 
Spectacles... 


site URANES 


peLOCKetS. ee 


. Dental Scrap... Cuff Links.. 


. Bracelets ... Pins 
. Silverware, 


plated or sterling, all play a part in the 
1934 Gold Rush! 
These fragments can be converted into a substantial 
sum for your church. 
Our plan presents an ideal way of meeting your apportionment for 
this year without pressure on coin collections. 

For further information, please write to: 
NATIONAL RECLAIMING ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Church Campaign Department, Box 10, 
501 Fifth Avenue, at 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


God, help us to see that life is not a 
careless chance. That if we do not, by 
the strength of a purposeful spirit, move 
toward Thee, we drift aimlessly away, 
and the world has that much harder job 
in becoming Thy Kingdom which we pray 
about. 


“STEWARDSHIP TODAY AND 
TOMORROW” 


Philadelphia Classis held on Feb. 27 a 
Stewardship conference that was unique. 
There is great interest in Stewardship in 
Philadelphia Classis, and at the request 
of the Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Synod the Classis conducted this ex- 
perimental conference, which proved to 
be a great success. 

The afternoon and evening sessions 
were devoted to a consideration of the 
meaning and basis of Christian Steward- 
ship and a discussion of what is now be- 
ing done by the several groups and what 
can and should be done by them _ indi- 
vidually and collectively. Through a spir- 
ited discussion of the meaning of Stew- 
ardship, in which almost everyone partici- 
pated, the group reached a rather definite 
conception of what Stewardship does and 
should mean. Then followed brief state- 
ments by representatives and open discus- 
sions as to ways of bringing this Stew- 
ardship message to everyone in the con- 
gregation and leading him or her to live 
as a Christian Steward. Rev. Aaron R. 
Tosh spoke for the Classical Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee; Mrs. R. E. 
Wilhelm, Classical Secretary on Steward- 
ship, for the W. M. S. and the G. M. G.; 
Dr. Darms for the Reformed Church- 
men’s League; Rev. G. H. Gebhardt for 
the Classical Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation; Miss Mina Nugent for the Young 
People; Mr. William E. Sherwin for the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Easter Sunday. April 1, 1934 
THE RISEN CHRIST 
(Easter Lesson) 

John 20:1-16 


Golden Text: If ye then were raised 
together with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated on the 
right hand of God. Colossians 3:1. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Investigation. 2. Ad- 
oration. 

This is our first lesson in the second 
quarter, during which we shall continue 
our studies of the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
according to St. Matthew. By a happy 
coincidence we begin the new quarter 
with the Easter Lesson, which commemor- 
ates the Resurrection. 

That event truly marks a new era in 
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“Discriminating and Refreshing”’ 


DISCIPLESHIP 
By Lesitie D. WEATHERHEAD 
Author of “His Life and Ours,” ete. 


“A constructive treatment of the 
technique underlying the Oxford Group 
Movement. It is by one of the sanest 
and most scholarly of the youngest 
British preachers. The book is church- 
centered and not group-centered and 


wisely corrects some of the misplaced 
emphasis of the group movement. It 


is a sane, helpful, spiritual-minded 
volume of Christian addresses to the 
hungry-hearted of our generation.” 
—Presbyterian Banner. 
Net, $1.00, postpaid. 
At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 
NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 


Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 


Sunday School Superintendents, and Rev. 
Purd E. Deitz for the pastors. 

Dr. Hauser conducted a conference 
with a view to developing a unified Stew- 
ardship plan and program for the entire 
Classis. Mr. H. E. Paisley, President of 
the State Sunday School Association, made 
an address on “Christian Stewardship De- 
veloping Christian Character.” 

Although the conference was held on 
one of the coldest days, with most un- 
favorable weather, more than a dozen 
ministers and 50 other persons in posi- 
tions of leadership attended the confer- 
ence. A. A. Hartman, 

Chairman Classical Missionary and 
Stewardship Committee 


the history of mankind. It was the risen 
Christ who inspired the early Christians 
with faith and hope, who transformed His 
dismayed and discouraged followers into 
world-defying and world-conquering mis- 
sionaries. 

Since then, millions of men have ac- 
knowledged the spiritual Lordship and 
the Saviourhood of this risen Christ. They 
never knew Him in the flesh and they 
were not the eye-witnesses of a physical 
resurrection. But they are sure, as were 
the first disciples, that He has brought 
life and immortality into the light through 
His gospel. He has filled life with a divine 
meaning, and He has robbed death of 
its sting. 

In the ages before Jesus, life was a 
heavy burden and a dark riddle. He 
transformed it into a rich gift, from the 
hands of a gracious Father, an opportun- 
ity for love and service. Immortality, 
then, was at most a vague guess or a dire 


20 REFORMED 


CHU ROH 


menace. He transformed it into a radiant 


promise and a deep assurance. And Jesus 
did all this, not merely after His death 
upon the cross, as the risen Christ. That 
victorious and triumphant faith in Him 


was the result of His entire life, of His 
message of salvation and of His ministry 
of patient love. The risen Christ con- 
firmed and crowned that faith in His 


disciples, at a time when His death upon 
the cross was straining it to the breaking 
point, but it was not created by His ap- 
pearances after the crucifixion. 

Even so our faith in the risen Christ, 
in His resurrection and in ours, is not 
an isolated doctrine that can be taught 
and must be believed. In a deep sense, 
it is not a doctrine at all, but, rather, one 
aspect of the Christian experience of sal- 
vation. Certainly, it is not an “isolated” 
doctrine, that men can accept and believe 
apart from our total belief in and about 
Jesus Christ. 

Thus, our Easter Faith may be said to 
have three related aspects. It is a mem- 
ory, a hope, and an experience. It points 
back to the Christ, the gift of God’s love 
and His final revelation, who came that 
men might have the abundant life. That 
Christ, and His victory over sin and 
death, is the beginning and ground of our 
Easter Faith. And our Easter Faith also 
points forward to our resurrection. It is 
a blessed hope, as well as a precious mem- 
ory. Because He lives, therefore we be- 
lieve that we, too, shall live. 

But our Easter Faith must also include 
a present experience. Without that ex- 
perience of a Christ who is even now liv- 
ing and reigning in our lives, the memory 
of His resurrection will lack certainty and 
the hope of our immortality will have no 
assurance. That is precisely what Paul 
said to the Colossian Christians in our 
Golden Text and in the context (3:1-10). 
He speaks of their resurrection as a pres- 
ent and powerful experience. He says, 
“Tf then ye were raised together with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated on the right hand 
of God.” 

Thus our Easter Faith is the consum- 
mation and coronation of the faith which 
Jesus Christ kindles in our hearts, by all 
that He was and did while on earth, and 
by what He has done since then. It is 
our faith and fellowship with the God 
whom He has revealed. It is our filial 
trust in the purpose and power of our 
Father, our submission to His will, our 
assurance that nothing can separate us 
from His love. It is our conviction that 
the life of man has infinite worth, because 
man is a child of God, made in His image, 
and destined to an immortality whose 
abundance far surpasses all the limita- 
tions of our present existence in time and 
space. Hither Christ’s gospel of God is 
an empty dream, and then human life is 
truly a mockery, with all its haunting 
hopes and illusions. Or it is the final 
answer to all our questions and the deep- 
est truth in all the universe. And then 
the life of man is a glorious adventure 
of the spirit. It has a goal that makes 
the battle and the race worth while. 

Let us glance at our lesson-story, taken 
from the Gospel of John, and learn anew 
how the risen Christ became a_ present 
experience and a transforming power in 
the lives of some of His earliest friends 
and followers. 

I. Investigation. “When it was yet 
dark,” Mary Magdalene hastened to the 
sepulchre in Joseph’s garden. And _ her 
soul was as dark as the early dawn of 
the first Easter Sunday, for she was look- 
ing for a dead Lord. She visited the tomb 
to pay the Crucified the sad tribute of 
her tears. But it was her love for the 
Master, her memory of His matchless life 
and labor, that drew Magdalene irresisti- 
bly to His grave. 

And when she saw the tomb open and 
empty, she ran to inform Peter and John 
of her startling discovery, who “ran both 
together” to confirm with their own eyes 
Mary’s ineredible news. Here, again, love 
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was the motive that sent these 
upon their errand of investigation. 

We know that it was only persons like 
Mary and Peter and John who saw the 
risen Christ. Not Pilate, Caiaphas, or 
Herod. Only those who loved Him in life 
saw Him alive forevermore after His 
death. His enemies had no eyes to see 
the real Christ ever. They did not see 
the spiritual glory of His life, and they 
could not see His triumph over death. 
They only saw the man whom they eruci- 
fied. 

So it is still with men who lack spir- 
itual vision. They see all the kingdoms 
of this world and their glory. That is 
the life they see and desire, perfumed 
with pleasure and throbbing with power. 
But they are blind to the life that Jesus 
brought to life through the gospel. How, 
then, can such men believe in immortal- 
ity? How can they believe in a Christ 
wno is risen and alive forevermore? 
Easter Faith is an exploded superstition 
for such men, or, if they still accept it, it 
rests on hearsay evidence which they have 
never confirmed in their personal experi- 
ence. It is their belief in a doetrine which 
has no vital meaning for them. 

Our belief in the risen Christ also comes 
to us from others. We hear the wondrous 
story first from the lips of pious parents 
and faithful pastors, as Peter and John 
heard it from Mary. But their love 
prompted them to investigate the report. 
They confirmed it personally. And_ so 
must we, if this story of a risen and liv- 
ing Christ is to become the controlling 
fact of our lives. 

We may not be able to explain the ap- 
pearances of the risen Lord to the early 
disciples. The writers themselves, in our 
records, do not even try to explain the 
manner of His self-manifestation. It is 
a spiritual mystery that defies explana- 
tion. It can only be spiritually experi- 
enced and understood. 

But of the reality of their experience 
there can be no honest question or doubt. 
That fact alone explains the birth of the 
Church, and its triumphant history. They 
knew that their crucified Lord was alive 
forevermore. That great faith marked a 
new chapter in their lives. It became the 
central theme of apostolic preaching, and 
the cornerstone of the Christian Church. 

That same risen Christ is our Lord. We, 
too, see Him with our spiritual eyes, like 
the early disciples. Our faith in Him 
may have been kindled by the reports of 
others. But it cannot live on hearsay evi- 
derce. The flame of faith will grow feeble 
and die, unless it is fed by our personal 
experience. He must speak to us through 
His word and by His Spirit, as He spoke 
to Paul near Damascus. His truth must 
make our hearts burn within us, so that 
we pray, “Lord, abide with us,” like the 
men on the road to Emaus. We must find 
in Him the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Then, and then only, this Easter Sunday 
will be full of precious meaning for us. 
It will turn our minds back nineteen cen- 
turies to the tomb of Jesus. It may re- 
mind us of our last bed on earth. But our 
faith in the risen Christ haloes both with 
the goodness of God. For we have found 
Christ on our way of life. 

If. Adoration. Mary wept at the empty 
tomb. But the risen Christ came to her, 
and said, “Mary.” She turned herself, 
and saith unto him, “Rabonni”’; which is 
to say, “Master.” (Only gradually she 
recognized Jesus. But when, finally, her 
eyes were opened, just one word expressed 
her wonder and worship. She said, “Mas- 
ter.’ Fears and doubt were turned into 
adoration and submission. The weeping 
woman became the worshipping and wit- 
nessing disciple of the living Christ. 

So every real Easter experience must 
end. It may begin with astonishing re- 
ports about Jesus, but it must lead to 
personal investigation and confirmation. 
It may begin with doubt and confusion, 
but it must lead to reeognition. It may 
begin with questions, but the final reply 
to them all must be, “Master.” 


twain 


And that great reply we must make 
with our lives, not merely with our lips. 
“Tf then ye were raised together with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated on the right hand 
of God.” 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


April 1: Does the Resurrection Make Any 
Difference in Our Lives? 
Col. 3:1-4 (Easter) 


“The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad! 

The passover of gladness, 

The passover of God! 

From death to life eternal 

From earth unto the sky, 

Our Christ hath brought us over, 
With hymns of victory.” 


Our topic raises a very practical ques- 
tion. It does not concern itself about the 
theoretical or theological aspects of the 
resurrection. These phases of the subject 
we can well leave with others who are 
given to speculation on abstruse and 
abstract subjects. The question raised in 
our topic is whether or not we are dif- 
ferent persons because of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, which fact we celebrate 
on Easter. The question, of course, is one 
of a much broader character than that 
which pertains to a single event in the 
life of Jesus. The resurrection was one 
stage in that life. But there were other 
stages as well. There was the birth of 
Jesus, there was His suffering, His death. 
Do any or all of them make a difference 
in our lives? Are we different men and 
women because Christ lived and died and 
rose again? These were all great historic 
facts in the life of an individual; now how 
do these facts relate themselves to our 
own lives? Do they influence us just 
as incidents in the life of Washington or 
Lincoln affect us, or was there something 
else in the facts of Christ’s life which 
have a bearing on our lives? Does Christ- 
mas or Good Friday or Easter make us 
different from what we would be if we 
did not have them? I presume that all of 
us feel that we are different by reason of 
these great days which celebrate great 
events in Christ’s life. 

The resurrection marks the crowning 
event in that life. It gave meaning’to the 
birth and the death of Christ. “Now if 
Christ be not risen from the dead, then 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” 


‘Therefore all that Jesus did and said found 


its stamp of truth and authority in the 
resurrection. If we deny the resurrection 
we can hardly accept the meaning of the 
rest of His life. Paul says that God au- 
thenticated Jesus as the Son of God by 
the resurrection. What does the resurree- 
tion do for us? 

1. It reveals the power of life over 
death. Death had worked among men since 
the creation. It was evident on every side. 
It entered the hovel of the poor and the 
palace of the rich. It was no respecter of 
persons. It was man’s last enemy. It had 
never been conquered. But now at last 
Jesus overcame death and the grave. He 
showed that life was more powerful than 
death. This is a great truth. We see it 
on every side. Life always conquers death. 
Nature proclaims it all around us. When 
winter with its snow and ice covers the 
landscape and all about us the flowers and 
fields seem dead, when spring comes there 
is new life stirring everywhere; the dead 
branches on the trees put on new foliage, 
the fields don a garb of green, the flowers 
come forth with new beauty and all nature 
seems to experience a resurrection. Life © 
has conquered over death. That is also — 
true in our own lives. ) 
daily,” but there is a constant renewal 
life going on within us, and we live 
The greatest thing in the world is 


Paul says, “I die — 
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Compelling Music 


(Old and New) 
That Awakens 
Spiritual 
Growth 
A Glorious 


ALL-PURPOSE Hymn Book 


WITH A 


NOVELTY OFFER 


You Need This Book. Is Money Scarce? 
Here Is the Plan . 


We will send you our TRYOUT edition 
which contains 76 beautiful songs and 
hymns selected from the larger book of 
350 numbers. You pay at the rate of $10.00 
the hundred for the TRYOUT. After using 
them as long as you wish *WE REFUND 
the money on any TRYOUT copies returned 
by applying the amount to the purchase of 
the large book which is 


SONGS OF FAITH AND TRIUMPH, 
COMBINED 
$30 and $40 the hun., according to binding. 


Contains 350 compelling songs, old and 
new, which arouse interest and_ spiritual 
growth. The finest songs from the books 


of all other publishers are included. 


*The REFUND on “Tryout” may apply 
to other books. Send for a Tryout. 


HALL - MACK CO. 
21st and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, pag 


FREE. 


Individually Tailored... 
by American Craftsmen 


Pulpit and Choir 
GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit 
Hangings, Bookmarkers, 
Fabries, ete. 
Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen—J unior 
Choir Vestments 


Lowest prices consistent with 
values. Correspondence invited. 


Specialists for half a century, 


Cox Sons & Vining, Inc. Ww 


131-133 East 23rd Street, New York e 
aE a ee ee 


The greatest thing in the world is not love, 
but life. Love is greater than faith and 
hope, but without life there would be no 
love. Now Jesus says: “I am the life.” 
That great word was ever upon His lips. 
He said: “I am the Bread of Life,” “I am 
the water of life,” “I am the light of life,” 
“T am the resurrection and the life.” 


2. It brings us new hope. Death does 
not end all. The grave is not the goal. 
Because Christ lives, we too shall live. 
With Job we can exclaim: “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” When we lay our 
dead away we do so in the hope of an 
eternal life. It has been well said that 
even if we ourselves are unconcerned about 
whether we shall live again or not, we 
cannot say of our dearest and nearest that 
we do not care whether they shall live 
again. We hope they will. It is the best 
we can wish for them. So hope delivers 
us from despair; it reconciles us to our 
lot in life; it dries our tears and soothes 
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our sorrows. We mourn not as others that 
have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again we are confident 
that those who have died in the Lord now 
live with Him forever more. 

3. It also helps us to live our present 
life on a higher plane. If we believe that 
Christ is risen from the dead we will set 
our affections on things above and not on 
things on the earth. It will wean us from 
earth and enable us to live in a new realm 
of life. We recognize that the things of 
earth are temporal, they pass away, they 
come and go, but the things that are above 
are eternal. They are the things really 
worth while and we find our highest satis- 
faction when we live for them instead of 
for the fleeting things of time. We thus 
become better men and women as we live 
in the spirit of that better life. The things 
of sense and of the flesh have less attrac- 
tion for us and we begin to set more value 
on those things that are eternal. If we 
experience this new sense of values we can- 
not be the same kind of persons that we 
were before. The eternal life is not so 
much a life that continues indefinitely 
through all eternity, as it is a certain 
quality of life which we live in Jesus. In 
that sense eternal life begins here and 
now when we accept Jesus, and that life 
is endless. Death cannot destroy it. Death 
is only an epoch, an event in our lives that 
delivers us from the bondage of the body 
and releases us from the fuller and richer 
enjoyment of the Christ life within us. 
This experience lifts our present lives upon 
a much higher plane, and even though we 
are on earth we are walking constantly in 
heavenly places. Then heaven is here as 
well as there. Death only becomes a door 
through which we pass from one mansion 
of the Father’s house into another. We 
simply go from one room to another. Now, 
if we have this hope within us we purify 
ourselves and we live as Jesus did. 

The resurrection of Jesus, therefore, 
makes a great difference in our lives. 


“The Lord of life is risen, 

And love no longer grieves; 
In ruin les death’s prison, 
Sing, heralds, Jesus lives! 

We hear Thy blessed greeting; 
Salvation’s work is done! 

We worship Thee, repeating: 
Life for the dead is won!” 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


Rev Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 

On Sunday, Mar. 11, Rev. Mark G. Wag- 
ner, Richland, preached to the children. 
He was accompanied by a delegation of 
his members. 

We are happy to announce that 38 of 
our children are on the Honor Roll: of 
Womelsdorf High School. Two are mem- 
bers of the sophomore class, Edmund Ford, 
Doylestown, and Albert Galen, Reading. 
One is a member of the freshman class, 
Emma Fisher, Wernersville. 

The children were entertained by an 
acrobat, Mr. Ray, from New York, on 
Tuesday evening, Mar. 13. 

The Stewardship Essay and Poster Con- 
test this year brought into our hands 13 
essays and 26 posters. 

The first days of fine weather caused 
the boys to think of making kites. It is 
interesting to watch their enthusiasm and 
behold the results of their ingenuity. 


7 Nee) i 0 Cee 0 SECS Co 9 


| NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Henry W. Elson 
© —!] 0 HG 0 0 Ga O G 0 Ge O§ GF 


| Mrs. 


The Vinson bill for building up the navy 
to treaty strength at a cost of possibly 
$750,000,000, which has administration 
backing, was passed by the Senate Mar. 6. 

With one or two exceptions, industry’s 


representatives on code authorities Mar. 6 
opposed the proposal made by President 
Roosevelt in his address before them for 
a further reduction in hours of labor with 
a commensurate increase in wages. 


HOW CAN 
| FIND 
GOD? 


By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 
A searching and arresting treat- 
ment of an all-important question, 


by one of the most brilliant of to- 
day’s British preachers. 

Sidney Berry says: ‘Leaves us with Jesus 
enthroned, living, supreme, effectual in. our 


contemporary experience. The study is simply 
dazzling in its fertility of thought.’’ Price $1.50 


EASTER ISSUES 


HUGH T. KERR, D.D. 


AFTER HE HAD RISEN 


Dr, Kerr’s latest work is a study of the period 


that elapsed between Easter and Pentecost 
which he believes is necessary today because 
of the spiritual let-down that usually follows 
immediately after Easter. $1.00 


JAMES BLACK, D.D. 
Minister of St. George’s West, Edinburgh 


THE BOYS PLAY SOLDIERS 


A story of how the shadow of the cross fell 
across Mary of Nazareth during the “hidden 
years” of Jesus. 60c. 


PROF. A. T. ROBERTSON (of Louisville) 


PASSING ON THE TORCH 


A new volume of addresses and _ penetrative 
studies of famous Bible characters by the noted 
New Testament scholar. A distinct event in 
this publishing. $1.75 


NEW BIBLE 
EVIDENCE 


From Recent Excavations in Bible Lands 
(1925-1933) 


By SIR CHARLES MARSTON, F. S. A. 


“No minister of 


year’s 


London Times Review says: 

any school of thought should miss this re- 
markable book . . . a masterly survey of 
exactly what all readers want today!” .. $2.00 


(At All Book Stores) 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 


‘‘That BEST GIFT of All”’ 


THE COMPLETE SAYINGS 
OF JESUS 


A fine gilt edge small book with clear print 
on exquisite Bible paper: ALL the Sayings, 
separate, in joined but lucid sequence, yet 
authentic because verbatim. Descriptive folder 
gladly sent. Postpaid: Cloth $1.10, Leather, 
$1.75, Morocco $2.25. 

Moody Bible Institute (broadcasting): “This 
valuable book you may properly covet for 
yourself.” 

DR. CADMAN: “This book should be in a 
man’s pocket wherever he goes. I hope it will 
become the companion of thousands.” 


HAIGH & CO. 


Dorchester, 


20 Vassar Street, Mass. 


Four persons were killed Mar. 6 when 
the American Airways plane in which they 
were riding from St. Louis to Chicago 
crashed during a snowstorm near Peters- 
burg, Il. 

“The Case of Civilization Against Hit- 
lerism” was presented at Madison Square 
Garden Mar. 7 in a mass meeting under 
the auspices of the American Federation 
of Labor, American Jewish Congress and 
other liberal, anti-Nazi and Jewish groups. 
Members of more than 1,000 organizations 
participated. Bainbridge Colby, Secretary 
of State under President Wilson, presided. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
poh degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
Tee. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
sducation. Write for catalog. 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, he American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual eccupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


y The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


Samuel Seabury summed up the case for 
civilization after 22 leaders in various 
fields of activity testified against Hitler- 
ism. Nazis were convicted of World crime. 

President Masaryk of Czechoslovakia 


celebrated his 84th birthday Mar. 7. 


President Roosevelt Mar. 6 nominated 


Miss Florence E. Allen of Cleveland to be 
judge of the Sixth Circuit Court. She is 
the first woman to be named to a judgeship 


of this rank. 

Gilded iron bars worth $30,000 and $75 
in gold coin were stolen from the Treasury 
Department Mar. 7. This is the first rob- 
bery in the history of the Department. 
Officials said the loot would be of no value 
to the robbers as the iron bars are prac- 
tically worthless and the Treasury would 
be able to identify the gold coins stolen. 

Announcement was made at the White 

House Mar. 7 that President Roosevelt ex- 
pected Congress to pass at the present ses- 
sion legislation for Federal regulation of 
stock exchanges. The New York Stock 
Exchange has challenged the constitution- 
ality of the Fletcher-Rayburn regulation 
bill. 
' President Roosevelt recommended the re- 
turn of air mail contracts to private car- 
riers aS soon as possible under new legis- 
lation. Among his suggestions sent Mar. 
7 to Congress was: New air-mail contracts 
should be awarded for three-year periods 
“on full, open and fair competitive bid- 
ding.” 

The Marquess of Aberdeen, 86, veteran 
of great political battles in the Gladstone 
and Disraeli period, died Mar. 7 at his 
home in Aberdeenshire. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, former Justice 
of the Supreme Court, celebrated his 93rd 
birthday quietly in his home in Washington 
Mar. 8. 

According to a recent statement of Sec- 
retary of State Hull to the House Com- 
mittee on his tariff bill, there are in the 
world today 30,000,000 wage earners ac- 
customed to employment who are unem- 
ployed. Near 80% of the world’s popula- 
tion of 2,000,000,000 persons are today liv- 
ing below the poverty line. 

For the first time the Labor party won 
control of the London County council, Mar. 
9, which governs 4,500,000 Londoners and 
spends more than $100,000,000 of the tax- 
payers’ money every year. 

The dissolution of all labor unions defy- 
ing the recently promulgated strike regu- 
lations in Cuba is decreed in an order ap- 
proved by the Cabinet and signed by Pres- 
ident Carlos Mendieta Mar. 9. A critical 
labor situation on the island has brought 
about numerous strikes and agitations. 

Four army flyers, two earrying mail, 
were killed Mar. 9. Two met death near 
Cheyenne, Wyo., one near Chardon, O., and 
another in Florida. Among the killed was 
Lieutenant Otto Wienecke, a veteran of 
the Army Air Service. His plane crashed 
in Ohio while carrying mail from Newark, 
N. J., to Cleveland, O., in a snow storm. 

President Roosevelt created by executive 
order Mar. 9 the Second Export-Import 
Bank, designed to stimulate trade between 
this country and Cuba. It will operate 
largely in the manner in which the original 
Export-Import Bank will function for trade 
with the Soviet Union. 

Two French aviators have recently re- 
ported finding the lost city of Sheba. 
Judgment is reserved by experts regarding 
the ruins until more information is avail- 
able, as to both the exact location and the 
character of the ruins. 

Warning that increasingly bitter compe- 
tition among various types of carriers 
threatened chaos to the transportation sys- 
tem, Joseph B. Eastman, Federal co-ordi- 
nator of transportation, recommended Mar. 
10 that motor trucks and buses and water 
transportation be brought as soon as pos- 
sible under “the guiding hand of Federal 
control.” 

Iowa Mar. 10 became the 29th State to 
provide old-age pensions for its needy. 

Miss Ruth Morgan, 63, one of the lead- 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


Summer Sessions: 
June 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors and social workers, and offers also 

medical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of scholar- 
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ers of the organized effort of women of 
this country in behalf of peace, died at 
her home in New York City, Mar. 11. 

Mrs. James Roosevelt, mother of the 
President, has accepted the honorary vice- 
presidency of the Motion Picture Research 
Council, of which Mrs. August Belmont is 
president. Other honorary vice-presidents 
of the council are Mrs. Calvin Coolidge 
and Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell, president 
emeritus of Harvard University. 

In the presence of a large and distin- 
guished audience, Dr. Judah L. Magnes, 
chancellor of the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, officially opened Mar. 11 the _ 


new Einstein Institute of Physies at the 


university. 


Marcu 22, 1934. 


“Talking books” described by Robert B. 
Irwin, executive director of the American 
Foundation for the Blind, as the most 
“sweeping invention in behalf of the sight- 
less since the introduction of braille 100 
years ago” are to be lent without charge 
to blind persons throughout the country by 
the Library of Congress. It will enable 
the blind to read through the ear and free 
thousands of blind people from their de- 
pendence on the touch method. It is a 
combination phonograph and radio set. 

The House approved the Patman $2,- 
400,000,000 Bonus Bill Mar. 12 by a vote 
of 295 to 125 and sent it to the Senate, 
where defeat is expected. 

Development of the Virgin Islands’ sugar 
and rum industries by a government own- 
ed and operated co-operative which would 
share its profits with its workers, is plan- 
ned by the Interior Department at Wash- 
ington. 

Severe earthquakes shook Northern Utah 
and Southern Idaho Mar. 12 and lighter 
tremblers were reported in sections of Ne- 
vada, Wyoming and California. A number 
of buildings were damaged. One death was 
attributed to the tremor. 

A Century of Progress Exposition for 
1934 will open May 26 instead of June 1. 
The earlier opening date was decided on 
to include the week-end preceding Decora- 
tion Day. 

Film attendance in the United States 
during 1933 averaged 60,000,000 weekly, as 
against 100,000,000 in the days before the 
crash, according to the 16th annual edi- 
tion of “The Film Daily Year Book,” 
published Mar. 12. 

Charles A. Lindbergh, Orville Wright 
and Clarence Chamberlin have been named 
on a committee to investigate the Army 
flying of the mails. With a number of 
others they will be asked to conduct hear- 
ings, take testimony and hand down a 
decision. Col. Lindbergh declined. 


TRANS-ATLANTIC ECHOES 
(Continued from Page 2) 


erty, (2) an appreciation of the urgency 
of securing peace and justice by interna- 
tional and national reorganization, (3) a 
determination to work through democracy 
as the primary safeguard of liberty, and 
(4) a conception of leadership that in- 
volves treating democracy with a new re- 
spect, offering scientific schemes of a far- 
sighted and far-reaching order, commend- 
ing them by the methods of reason, and 
asking that they should be judged by 
their merits alone. It is thought likely 
that some definite steps will be taken in 
order to forward the policy laid down in 
this important declaration. 

A Great Preacher—The centenary of 
the birth of Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
has revived public interest in the great 
preacher of whom Dr. R. F. Horton has 
said: “I should not be surprised if Spur- 
geon should be finally ranked with Chrys- 
ostom, Bossuet, Liddon, in the very front 
of the masters of the Christian pulpit.” 
He died as long ago as 1892, so there are 
comparatively few now remaining who 
have any personal recollection of him. But 
even those to whom he is only a name 
must read with amazement how an un- 
trained country youth of 20 not only took 
London by storm almost on his arrival, 
but retained his hold upon the Church- 
going multitude for nearly 40 years. Not 
only so, but the regular publication of his 
printed sermons continued for a quarter 
of a century after his death, and their 
total sales amounted to 150,000,000. Re- 
calling this record in the “Methodist Re- 
corder,’ Dr. George Jackson reminds us 
that Spurgeon was much more than a 
“popular” preacher, for he profoundly im- 
pressed such men as Alexander Whyte, 
James Denney, and Robertson Nicoll. 
Nicoll, indeed, used to spend an hour every 
Sunday night in reading him, and pro- 
nounced him the greatest mystic since 
Behmen. Whatever was the secret of his 
influence, it was not any charm of per- 
sonal appearance, for he looked, in Dr. 
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. Aceording to Canon L. W. 


CHURCH 


Jackson’s words, “but a podgy, common- 
place John Bull.” Nor was the attraction 
in his voice, for, as someone has said, the 
mere fact that 10,000 people could hear 
him when he spoke does not explain how 
he came to attract 10,000 to hear him 


speak. Whence had this man this wis- 
dom and these mighty works? Men ask 
the question of him, Dr. Jackson con- 


cludes, as they asked it of his Master be- 
fore him, and are as perplexed to find an 
answer. 

Notes and News—The Bishop of Ripon 
has drawn up regulations for the hearing 
of confessions by the clergy, in order to 
provide “safeguards against possible mis- 
use of what the Chureh of England offers 
as an optional means of grace.” ... It now 
appears that, as long ago as 1847 it was 
suggested to George Borrow that he 
should visit St. Petersburg to ascertain if 
the Codex Sinaiticus could be secured for 
the British Museum. He would gladly 
have undertaken such a mission, but noth- 
ing came of the proposal owing to the fact 
that the museum trustees, finding it dif- 
ficult to obtain funds from the treasury 
for other purposes, were unwilling to ex- 
pose themselves to another rebuff. .. . 
Electric lighting and heating are being 
installed in Winchester Cathedral. + 
The completed Bible in Afrikaans, pub- 
lished last summer by the Bible Society, 
is meeting a great demand in South Af- 
rica. Nearly a quarter of a million copies 
have been printed. . . . Carrs Lane, Bir- 
mingham, the premier Congregational 
Church in the provinces, is releasing its 
minister, the Rev. Leyton Richards, for a 
year, in order that he may devote himself 
to work on behalf of international peace. 
His program will be arranged by the Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation. ... The Senate 
of Aberdeen University is conferring its 
honorary LL.D. on Commissioner David C. 
Lamb, of the International Headquarters 
of the Salvation Army. 

Obiter Dicta— The Rev. S. C. Carpen- 
ter believes that an immense amount of 
harm has been done to the cause of re- 
ligion by reserving allusion to “the Will 
of God” to the more melancholy things— 
sickness, death (especially premature 
death), an accident, a tragedy, a loss.... 
Grensted, the 
clamant need for world peace is really 
a need for men set free from fear, and 
able to trust themselves to love their fel- 
lowmen. ... Dr. W. Russell Maltby thinks 
the modern world is too much afraid of 
pain and suffering to be able to see the 
truth about it.... Dr. James Reid reminds 
us that it is never self-denial for its own 
sake that Christ asks. It is for self-denia! 
which comes with self-dedication. ... The 
Rev. W. H. Hamilton says it wonld be 
very difficult to point to any notable nov- 
els of this century so strongly imbued 
with mysticism or with religious principle 
or experience as Shorthouse’s “John Ingle- 
sant” or the novels of Charles Kingsley 
and George Macdonald. 

New Books in England—Canon Herbert 
Danby’s annotated translation of ‘The 
Mishnah” (Oxford Press) presents this 
work for the first time in English as a 
systematic whole. . .. Alice Werner’s 
“Myths and Legends of the Bantu” (Har- 
rap) will be valued by students of the re- 
ligious ideas of primitive races... . “Re- 
ligious and Cosmie Beliefs of Central Poly- 
nesia” (Cambridge Press), by R. W. Wil- 
liamson, is an exhaustive two-volume 
study of the subject. ... Dr. F. W. Cam- 
field’s “Revelation of the Holy Spirit” 
(Stock) is an important contribution to 
British literature on the Barthian theol- 
ogy. ... Sidney Dark, author of “The Jew 
Today” (Nicholson), is the editor of the 
“Church Times”, . Principal H. Me- 
Lachlan has produced a comprehensive 
historical survey of “The Unitarian Move- 
ment in the Religious Life of England, 
1700-1900” (Allen). ... A new Nature 
poet of distinction has been discovered in 
the Rev. Andrew Young, Presbyterian 
minister at Hove, whose “Winter Harvest” 
(Nonesuch Press) has received high praise 
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from literary crities.... Sir Walford 
Davies and Dr. Harvey Grace, organist of 
Chichester Cathedral, have collaborated in 
“Musie and Worship” (Eyre), which dis- 
cusses every aspect of the subject. .. . 
“Our Approach to God” (Hodder), by the 
Rev. E. R. Micklem, is a thought-provok- 
ing study of the problems of corporate 
worship. ... In “To an Unknown Boy” 
(Hodder) Canon W. H. Elliott presents the 
ease for religion to the adolescent. 


Herbert W. Horwill 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Facts and Mysteries of the Christian 
Faith. By Albertus Pieters. Published 
by Wm. E. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Price, $1.25. 

This book contains 44 chapters, in which 
the author states the essential doctrines 
of the Evangelical Christian faith. The 
doctrines are stated in brief, concise 
form, and presented in a clear, intelligent 
manner. The laity will have no difficulty 
to understand them. The first edition was 
used as a text book in Bible classes, and 
when the second edition was printed ques- 
tions were added to each chapter which 
help to make the book all the more profit- 
able for Bible class work. 

The dual title refers to facts and mys- 
teries in our faith. Certain doctrines are 
based on externally observable and _ his- 
torically provable facts. The resurrection 
is such a fact. The author gives six chap- 
ters to the resurrection. In our faith 
there are mysteries which are not to be 
proved. Among such doctrines are that of 
regeneration, the atoning death of Christ. 
The book is complete in the treatment 
of the various doctrines of the Church 
in so far as the average Christian is con- 
cerned about doctrines. While many would 
not subseribe to the interpretation of 
each particular doctrine in toto, neverthe- 
less the author is sane in his interpreta- 
tions and the book deserves a wide cireu- 


lation among the clergy and laity. 
—P. J.D. 
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Death Cannot Sever. By Rev. Norman 
Maclean, Minister of St. Cuthbert’s 
Church, Edinburgh. Revell, 1933. 

Here is a pastor who aecepts the tenta 


tive findings of psychic research, and pro- 
ceeds to justify them to a congregation 
which apparently demands a_ Biblical 
justification for doctrine. He affirms that 
the moment of death is the moment of 
resurrection and that the so-called “dead” 
continue in a life released from the bond- 
age of the flesh. I am not sure that the desig- 
nation he accepts from a psychic vocab- 
ulary, “etheric body”, gives us any more 
light than Paul’s word, “spiritual body”. 
He postulates an attractive analogy to 
illustrate the future life: “The conditions 
into which the dead enter must cor- 
respond in large measure to those which 
rule when a scholar passes from one school 
to another. In the new school he takes 
his place according to his attainments in 
the old. If he has been diligent, ke will 
be in a higher class; if slothful, in a low- 
But heaven is the far-off goal 
to which the pilgrims of eternity still 
wend their way with unwearying feet.” 
He justifies, consequently, prayers for the 
dead, private and in public worship; and 
he affirms with singular beauty the con- 
viction that the “dead” are vitally inter- 
ested in our life here, the “great cloud 
of witnesses” encompassing us, and avail- 
able for our help and guidance if we will 
only avail ourselves of the resources of 
the unseen world. It is not a deep book, 
but a rather beautiful interpretation of 
the implications of psychie research for 
daily living and Christian worship. 
—James E. Wagner 


PULPIT APOLOGIES 

Frequently an excellent sermon is mar- 
red by the preacher’s introductory apolo- 
gies. He comments in excusing terms on 
the weather, on any prevailing illness, on 
necessary absences, on his own difficulties 
or lack of time, or his insufficiency. In- 
advertently he has placed his congregation 
in the mood of low expectancy and him- 
self in the spirit of defeatism. Nothing 
does a congregation like less to hear than 
apologies from the pulpit. If the sermon 
is poor, the congregation ought not to be 
told of it in advance. If the congregation 
is small, those present already are aware 
of it. If the weather is bad, the fact is 
ascertained by the time the people reach 
the Church. Comment on these things is 
unnecessary and harmful. 

When a sermon has been prepared in 
any degree, it should be delivered with 
immediate impact and without impression 
of distrust. Any message truly born of 
the Spirit deserves to be given with hum- 
ble boldness. If it is the best the preacher 
can do in light of all conditions, he should 
give it his best presentation. Preliminary 
excuses are in poor taste. They enfeeble 
what otherwise might be an effective ser- 
mon. Jesus never set such an example. 

—Cincinnati Advocate. 


OBITUARY 


CLARENCE STONG 


Mr. Clarence Stong died Jan. 24, 1934, 
at his home in Hazleton, Pa., following a 
week of illness from a paralytic stroke. 
He was born in Pottsville, Pa., June 20, 


1889. His parents were Robert F. and 
Mary Elizabeth Stong. He attended the 
public schools and graduated from the 


Pottsville High School. 

He obtained employment in the mines, 
and by application of his time he received 
from the Scranton School of Mining the 
degree of Civil and Mining Engineer. For 
25 years he was employed by the Glen 
Alden and Lehigh & Wilkes-Barre Coal 
Companies as engineer. An outstanding ac- 
complishment of his engineering skill was 
the designing and driving of a water tun- 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Why God Sends Pain 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


Dr. Holden’s helpful little volume on the mystery of suffering will prove 
a blessing to many who are discouraged or shut-in, and though it may not 
“remove the smart they will not have to longer suffer in the dark.” 


The Secret of the Saints 


Quiet Quest Series. Boards. 60c. 


By Sir Henry S. Lunn 


Studies in Prayer, Meditation, and Self-Discipline. 


He deals with prayer, and the universal priesthood of all men when 


they pray. 


He then gives practical exercises in prayer. 


The book will 


appeal to all who desire to cultivate the life of the spirit. 
There are chapters handling in a masterly way such items as: 


The Masters of Meditation 


How to Pray 


The Art of Meditation 
The Discipline of Love 
The Vision of God 


Meditations 


Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


The Boys Play Soldiers 


By James Black, D.D. 


A story of how the Shadow of the Cross fell across many during the 
“hidden years” of Jesus. 


Minister of St. George’s West, Edinburgh, Author of “His Glorious Shame.” 

Without the employment of a single redundant word and omitting none 
of a necessary character, the noted Scottish preacher has fashioned a thing 
of rare and reverent beauty, which foreshadows, with almost unendurable 
poignancy yet remarkable restraint, the world’s supreme tragedy and 


most sublime sacrifice. 


His Last Thursday 


Price, 60¢ 


By James S. Kirtley, D.D. 


The momentous, awful, but blessed Last Week has had a voluminous 
treatment in devotional literature, but the present work is something 
different; is unique and original in that it studies more particularly the 
events—motives—leading up to the cross and resurrection, centering them, 
as Dr. Kirtley does, on Thursday. These events are all very holy ones to 
the Christian, but the author treats of them with a discretion, tenderness 
and sympathy that we might expect from one whose preaching is famed 


for its evangelical warmth. 
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nel ten miles in length, which when com- 
pleted from two ends met “within an inch 
of perfect.” 

Mr. Stong was married June 16, 1914, 
to Miss Anna Herbst, daughter of Rey. 
Cosmos H. Herbst, pastor of Christ’s Me- 
morial Church of West Hazleton, Pa. This 
union was blessed with one child, Stella 
Irene, now a student at State College. 

Mr. Stong was a member of Christ’s Me- 
morial Reformed Church, to which he gave 
many years of active service in the capac- 
ity of superintendent of the 8. S. and 
teacher of the adult class. 

Funeral services were held in Christ’s 
Memorial Church Saturday, Jan. 27, 1934, 
at 2 P. M., in charge of his pastor, Rev. 
E. Franklin Faust, assisted by Rev. ‘Wm. 
H. Russel, pastor of the Primitive Metho- 
dist Church of Hazleton. Interment was 
made in the Mountain View Cemetery, 
West Hazleton, Pa. A Ae 


MRS. R. BAXTER McCOMBS 


Mrs. Ellen Elizabeth Shive McCombs, 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Shive, was born May 17, 1881; died Feb. 
21, 1934; aged 52 years, 9 months, and 4 
days. 

On Nov. 1, 1904, she was married to 
Mr. R. Baxter McCombs. To this union 
were born 8 children; 4 of whom died in 
early childhood and infancy, thus preced- 
ing the mother to the great beyond. The 
living children are: Leo M., Althea N., 


Cecil W., and Hoyle Mason. There are 


3 grandchildren, 


Mrs. McCombs was stricken with tuber- 
culosis about ten years ago. With a close 
persistence she followed the advice of 
the physicians and with a firm determina- 
tion she battled with the ravages of the 
disease. Her condition had been mueh 
improved for the past year or more. She 
was telephoning a friend when she was 
stricken with a heart attack and died 
before medical aid could be secured. In 
early youth, Mrs. MeCombs joined Or- 
gan Lutheran Church. After her marriage 
she transferred her membership to Shiloh 
Reformed Church, in order to be in the 
same Church with her husband. Mr. and 
Mrs. McCombs were among the prime 
movers in the organization of St. John’s 
Church, Kannapolis, and became charter 
members of said congregation. When 
health would permit, Mrs. McCombs was 
always at Church and was faithful in her 
service and devout in her personal life. 


Funeral services were conducted at St. 
John’s Church Feb. 23, at 3 P. M. The 
body was brought to the Church at 2 
P. M. and lay in state until the hour for 
the funeral. The service was in charge 
of the pastor, Dr. Lee A. Peeler, assisted 
by Rev. Walter H. Goodman, pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church. The high esteem 
in which the deceased was held was shown 


by the number and the beauty of the — A, 


floral designs sent as expressions of sy 
pathy. —L. A. 


